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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace 

and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome 

all, especially our guests.  If you do not have a church home, please 

consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our 

family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal 

celebration!  The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As 

Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give 

us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live 

also! Amen.   

*PLEASE NOTE* We ask that when the Prelude is begun, 

conversation will cease in order that all have an opportunity to 

prepare for worship. Please turn off all cell phones. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning 

in the confession and gladness that, as our Lord 

says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and 

wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 

Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 

confessed at this altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of 

the Holy Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-

MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer. 
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566 By Grace I’m Saved 

 

 

 

 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941,  alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 

Text and tune: Public domain  
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Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19 

 

God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 

 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 

The God of Israel—he | is the one* 

 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered;* 

 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 

But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | 

fore God;* 

 they shall be jubilant | with joy! 

O God, when you went out before your | people,* 

 in your goodness, O God, you provided for the 

| needy. 

Blessèd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up;* 

 God is our sal- | vation. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 

 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 

The God of Israel—he | is the one* 

 who gives power and strength to his | people. 
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Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to 

hear than we to pray and to give more than we either 

desire or deserve, pour down upon us the abundance of 

Your mercy, forgiving those things of which our 

conscience is afraid and giving us those good things 

that we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 

and mediation of Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Genesis 4:1–15 
1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and 

bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of 

the Lord.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now 

Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the 

ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord 

an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also 

brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat 

portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his 

offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. 

So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The Lord said 

to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face 

fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if 

you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 

desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 8Cain spoke 

to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, 

Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 
9Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your 

brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s 

keeper?” 10And the Lord said, “What have you done? 

The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from 

the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, 

which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 

blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it 

shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a 

fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the 

Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear.  
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14Behold, you have driven me today away from the 

ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a 

fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds 

me will kill me.” 15Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If 

anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 

sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any 

who found him should attack him. 

 

Gradual 

 

In [God] my heart trusts, and | I am helped;* 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks 

to him. 

To you, O Lord, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 

 hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I 

cry to | you for help. 
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Epistle Ephesians 2:1–10 
1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which 

you once walked, following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 

that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 
3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 

flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, 

and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 

mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 

great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were 

dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us 

up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you 

have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Alleluia and Verse  
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Holy Gospel Luke 18:9–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous, and treated others 

with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to 

pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax 

collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 

eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went 

down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 

one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.  

Tune: Schäffer-Belustigung . . . Hirthen-Lieder, 1653, Altdorf 

Text and tune: Public domain  

 

Sermon “In Christ Alone” 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

+ everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church       

 

Offering  
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Offertory  
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Preface  

 

 

 

 

 

 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 

foundation of the world You have made known to the 

nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested 

the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
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Sanctus  

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
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Pax Domini  

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  
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Distribution Hymns 

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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608 Lord, to You I Make Confession 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 
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6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 
 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 
 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 
 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 
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D10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis  
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

 
 

Benediction  

 

 
 

921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 

Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 


