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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace
and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome
all, especially our guests. If you do not have a church home, please
consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our
family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal
celebration! The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As
Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give
us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live
also! Amen.

*PLEASE NOTE* We ask that when the Prelude is begun,
conversation will cease in order that all have an opportunity to
prepare for worship. Please turn off all cell phones.

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning
in the confession and gladness that, as our Lord
says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and
wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink
for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord -
Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, o e
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive e
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death
until He comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the
Lord.

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is
confessed at this altar. Any who holds a confession differing from that of
the Holy Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-
MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer.



566 By Grace I'm Saved
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1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and bound-less; My soul, be-lieve and
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to mer - it; Our worksand con - duct
3 By grace God’s Son, our on - ly Sav-ior, Came down to earth to
4 By grace! This ground of faith is cer - tain; As long as God is
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doubt it  not. Why stag-ger at  this word of prom -ise?
have no worth. God in His love sent our Re - deem - er,
bear our sin. Was it be -cause of your own mer - it
true, it stands. = What saints have penned by in - spi - ra - tion,
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Has Scrip-ture ev - er false-hood taught? No! Then this word must
Christ Je - sus, to this sin - ful earth; His death did for our
That Je - sus died your soul to win? No, it was grace, and
What in His Word our God com-mands, Qur faith in what our
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true re - main: By grace you too will life ob - tain.
sins a - tone, And we are saved by grace a - lone.

grace a - lone, That brought Him from His heav’'n - ly throne.
God has done De - pends on grace— grace through His Son.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.

Where could | help and strength secure

If grace were not my anchor sure?

6 By grace! On this I'll rest when dying;
In Jesus' promise | rejoice;

For though | know my heart’s condition,
| also know my Savior's voice.

My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since | am saved by grace alone.



Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Confession & Absolution

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen.
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Introit Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19
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God is in his holy habi- | tation;*
[he] settles the solitary | in a home.
The God of Israel—he | is the one*
who gives power and strength to his | people.

God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered;*
and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him!
But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- |
fore God;*
they shall be jubilant | with joy!
O God, when you went out before your | people,*
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the
| needy.
Blesséd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up;*
God is our sal- | vation.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
God is in his holy habi- | tation;*
[he] settles the solitary | in a home.
The God of Israel—he | is the one*
who gives power and strength to his | people.



Kyrie LSB 152
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.



e —— —
O, e 7o,

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.

Gloria in Excelsis
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to
hear than we to pray and to give more than we either
desire or deserve, pour down upon us the abundance of
Your mercy, forgiving those things of which our
conscience is afraid and giving us those good things
that we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits
and mediation of Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.



Old Testament Reading Genesis 4:1-15

"Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and
bore Cain, saying, "I have gotten a man with the help of
the Lord.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now
Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the
ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord
an offering of the fruit of the ground, “and Abel also
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his
offering, *but for Cain and his offering he had no regard.
So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. °The Lord said
to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its
desire is for you, but you must rule over it."” Cain spoke
to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your
brother?” He said, “I do not know; am | my brother’s
keeper?” '°And the Lord said, “What have you done?
The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from
the ground. ""And now you are cursed from the ground,
which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s
blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it
shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” '*Cain said to the
Lord, “My punishment is greater than | can bear.



“Behold, you have driven me today away from the
ground, and from your face | shall be hidden. | shall be a
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds
me will kill me.” ">Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If
anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any
who found him should attack him.

Gradual
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In [God] my heart trusts, and | | am helped;*
my heart exults, and with my song | give | thanks

to him.

To you, O Lord, | call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,*
hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when |

cry to | you for help.
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Epistle Ephesians 2:1-10

'And you were dead in the trespasses and sins %in which
you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—
*among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, *even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— ®and raised us
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of works, so that
no one may boast. "°For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Alleluia and Verse

f) & |
d i i — — - —
AU I | I | | -I A‘ ()‘ I r \'
— | -
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Luke 18:9-14

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth
chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and treated others
with contempt: '“Two men went up into the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. "'The
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, | thank
you that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 2| fast twice a
week; | give tithes of all that | get.” *But the tax
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!” ™ tell you, this man went
down to his house justified, rather than the other. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the
one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.
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Oh, how  great is Your com - pas - sion, Faith - ful Fa - ther,

1

2 Your great love @ for this has striv - en That we may, from
3 Firm - ly to our soul’s sal - va - tion Wit - ness-es Your
4 Lord, Your mer - cy will not leave me; Ev - er will Your
51 will praise Your great com - pas - sion, Faith - ful Fa - ther,
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God of grace, That with all our fall - en  race
sin  made free, Live with You e - ter - nal - ly
Spir - it, Lord, In Your Sac - ra - ments and Word.
truth a - bide. Then in  You I will  con - fide.
God of grace, That with all our fall - en race
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In our depth of deg -ra - da - tion You had mer - cy
Your dear Son Him - self has giv - en  And ex-tends His
There He sends true con - so - la - tion, Giv - ing us the
Since Your Word can - not de - ceive me, My sal - va - tion
In our depth of deg -ra - da - tion You had mer - cy
o] ,
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S0 that we Might be saved e - ter - nal - ly!
gra - cious call, To His sup - per leads us all.
gift  of faith That we  fear not hell nor  death.
is to me Safe and  sure e - ter - nal - ly.
so  that we Might be saved e - ter - nal - ly.

Sermon “In Christ Alone”
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Apostles’ Creed

C | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

+ everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
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Offertory
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will

call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-

va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Preface

[P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him ‘thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the
foundation of the world You have made known to the
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested
the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Distribution Hymns
490 Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won

b

1 Je - sus lives! The vic - t'ry’s won! Death no long-er can ap-
2 Je - sus lives! To Him the throne High a - bove all things is
3 Je - sus lives! For me He died, Hence will I, to Je- sus
4 Je - sus lives! T know full well Noth - ing me from Him shall
5 Je - sus lives! And now is death But the gate of life im-
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pall me; Je - sus lives! Death’s reign is done!
giv. - en I shall go  where He is gone,
liv - ing, Pure in heart  and act a - bide,
sev - erL Nei - ther death nor pow’rs of hell
mor - tal; This  shall calm my trem - bling breath
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From the grave will Christ re - call me. Bright - er
Live and reign with Him in heav - en. God is
Praise to Him and glo - ry giv - ing. All I
Part me now from Christ for - ev - er God will
When 1 pass its gloom -y por - tal Faith  shall
— T i } T 1 T O
1
scenes will then com-mence; This shall be my con - fi - dence.
faith - ful; doubt-ings, hence!  This shall be my con - fi - dence.
need God will dis - pense; This shall be my con - fi - dence.
be my sure de - fense;  This shall be my con - fi - dence.
cry, as fails each sense: Je - sus is my con - fi - dence!

ian Fiirchtegott Gellert, 1715-69; tr. Frances . Cox, 1812-97, alt
n Criger, 15981662
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1 Lord, to You 1 make con - fes - sion: I have sinned and
2 Yet, though con-science’ voice ap - pall me, Fa - ther, I will
3 For Your Son has suf - fered for me, Giv'n Him - self to
4 Lord, on You I cast my bur - den— Sink it in the
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gone a - stray, 1 have mul - ti - plied trans - gres - sion,
seek Your face; Though Your child I dare not call me,
res - cue me, Died to save me and re - store me,
deep - est seal Let me know Your gra-cious par - don,
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Cho - sen for my -self my  way. Led by You to
Yet re - ceive me in Your grace. Do not for my
Rec - on - ciled and set me free. Je - sus’ cross a -
Cleanse me from in - iq - w - ty. Let Your Spir - it
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see  my er - rors, Lord, 1 trem-ble at Your ter - rors.
sins for - sake me; Let Your wrath not o - ver - take me.
lone can van - quish These dark fears and soothe this an - guish.
leave me nev - er; Make me on - ly Yours for - ev - er
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555 Salvation unto Us Has Come
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1 Sal - va-tion un - to us has come By God’s free grace and
2 What God did in His Law de-mand And none to Him could
31t was a false, mis-lead-ing dream That God His Law had
4 From sin our flesh could not ab - stain, Sin held its sway un-
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fa - wvor; Good works can - not a - vert our doom, They
ren - der Caused wrath and woe on ev - 'ry hand For
giv. - en That sin - ners could them - selves re - deem And
ceas - ing; The task was wuse - less and in vain, Our
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help and save us nev - er. Faith looks to Je - sus
man, the vile of - fend - er. Our flesh  has not those
by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
guilt  was e’er in - creas - ing. None  can re - move sin’s
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
pure de - sires The spir - it of the
mir - ror bright To bring the in - bred
poi -  soned dart Or pu - 1 - fy our
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to  light That lurks with - in  our na - ture.
guile - ful heart— So deep is our cor - rup - tion.

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,

Christ came and has God's anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.

He has for us the Law obeyed

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.
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6 Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,

Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.

Your grace alone, dear Lord, | plead,

Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me

No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,

And | shall never perish.

l”

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin

And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in

The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,

No comfort and no blessing.

9 Faith clings to Jesus' cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;

And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.

For faith alone can justify;

Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.
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D10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise

To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav'n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blesseéd name we hallow.

Nunc Dimittis
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.

(Pl The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - men.

1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;

2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are

our pow’rs;

3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is Our prais -
May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’'n, our home. E’en so, a- men, Lord Je - sus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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