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Things are abuzz here at Divine Shepherd lately,
aren't they? And for good reason! God has provided
a new Undershepherd in the form of Pastor Caleb
Schewe, as he will be leading us into the future. We
prayed, we trusted, God provided. He answers
prayer. Not only does He promise to hear our
prayers, but He answers them, in His time,
according to His good and gracious will!

Pastor Schewe, his wife Sarah, and their family are
going to need a lot of assistance when they arrive,
probably around the middle of the month. Thanks be
to God that He also has provided a very nice home
for them to live in. But there's much to be done. This
is the opportunity as His saints here at Divine
Shepherd to be a blessing to Pastor and his family.
Moving from one state to the next is no small feat –
the children are going to be faced with new
surroundings and new friends. You can help by
being present for them in many ways: through your
time, helping them get settled in (maybe the day
they arrive to help them unpack boxes, etc.) There
are many creative ways you can help. But the best
thing, the first thing, is to pray for them. Pray that
God would be with them in every detail of this move.
That He would keep them safe. That He would,
through us, help them to get settled in and make
them feel welcome. So that he will be ready to step
into his role here. 



I'm excited, and I know, having talked with many of you, that you are too! Because God
has provided the man for us whom He chose. Whom he planned. The call process that
we recently went through reminded me of Samuel, when the Lord told him to go the
house of Jesse to anoint the next king of Israel. It seems that Samuel was basing it on
maybe what he presumed or thought best, and when Samuel looked at Eliab and said

In this past year, the whole time we were getting rejected, God already knew who He
had chosen as our next Pastor. It is such a reminder that if we but trust in Him in all
things, He will provide for us what we have need of. Rejoice dear saints and be glad!
For He does all things well! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mercer 

"Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him," the Lord said to
Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his

stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man
sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on

the heart" (1 Samuel 16:6-7).



THINGS TO KNOW
July was a busy time at Divine Shepherd. After the 4th of July celebrations, the youth
group went off to Higher Things in Colorado. They had a great time except for the failure
of the air conditioning in the white van. This happened during the first hot weather that
we experienced in July. They couldn’t get repairs done on the road so they did the next
best thing – they swapped vehicles every couple of hours because the AC was working
in the Silver Van. So, their trip was “hot and cold”, but they all came back with stories to
tell. Big THANKS to the chaperones and youth group leaders for making the trip
successful.

The next project was the installation of new flooring in the Fellowship Hall, Kitchen,
Bathrooms, Quilters room, Youth room, and Katie’s work room. The job took close to 2
weeks and was preceded by a group of congregation volunteers to clear the rooms of
furnishings appliances, toilets, sewing machines, storage cabinets, and more. A big, big
thanks to all those who volunteered to clear everything out so the installer could do
his work easier and faster. In the past week other volunteers stepped in to replace all the
things that were removed, so this project is finished.

A long-awaited project was in progress during this time as well and that was the
construction and installation of a staircase railing on the staircase from the lower parking
lot up to the front doors of the church. The railing is unique in that it is more than just a
railing; it is a work of art with icons and emblems from Christian History . The railing is
powder coated to resist wear and is mounted into the concrete for sturdiness. The railing
is a gift from a member of Divine Shepherd who designed it, built it, and installed it. It
includes symbols of our faith and heritage and will offer stability to those who climb the
stair steps. A heartfelt thanks to the donor of this gift.

Letter from the Congregation President

Another item is a brand new coffee machine was installed and is quite different than the
previous coffee machine. An operating manual has been placed in the kitchen. Read
pertinent sections before using the coffee machine. If you are still not certain how to
use the machine, please contact Katie B. It is different than the old one.



As the above projects progressed the search began for a home for Pastor Caleb
Schewe and family. Pastor Schewe has had a parsonage provided at his previous
parishes. Divine Shepherd has never had a parsonage. So, the Call Committee and
the Church Council joined forces to locate a suitable house for the family. Other plans
were also made to welcome them to Divine Shepherd, and there will be
announcements soon about those plans. On July 27th a contract was signed to rent a
house in the Robbinsdale area of Rapid City for Pastor Schewe. It is a 5-bedroom,
21/2 bath house with 2 car attached garage, and a large, fenced yard. There is
substantial storage space in all the bedrooms, the kitchen is large and includes all
appliances, and there is space for a playroom or extra storage space. A new roof was
put on the house in the past month, new windows are coming in the next few weeks,
and the house exterior will be painted soon. One small cosmetic change in the house
was completed already (one room required paint and Daren LeFebre did that right
away.).

Pastor Schewe has been provided with photos of the house interior and exterior and
was pleased with what he saw. 

The house is affordable and fits the compensation package that was offered to Pastor
Schewe in the Call documents. Randy and Dawn Wombold, Thomas and Danni Reher
and Rick and Connie Rathert toured the house, and all parties agreed it met all the
requirements for the Schewe family.
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The last big project of July was a thorough cleaning of the garage. Scott Norman
organized this project. A large roll-off dumpster was brought in and everything that
has been stashed in the garage for the past 15 years or more was discarded, sold,
or recycled. What was left was stored in an orderly fashion with easy access. In
addition to Scott, Mark Stelter, Kirby Philips, and Mike Reiprich pitched in to make
the garage a more useful facility. There are still a few things to do, and they will be
done in the next month. 

I want to especially recognize Daren LeFebre for leading the first project to
get ready for the floor installation. He did a great deal of work, removing the
mailboxes, info center, workbench and furniture, and provided trailer storage for
tables and chairs during the installation, and checked in daily with the installer to
monitor progress of the project. He also reinstalled most of those items when the job
was finished. Please give him thanks when you see him. He had a lot of help thanks
to many volunteers who made the work lighter. Thanks to Scott Norman for
getting the Garage cleanup project handled. Thanks to Erin Norman for selling
the culverts that were on the playground 

And I want to thank Trent Jensen, head trustee, for doing a lot of work on the
front end, researching flooring materials, talking to vendors, reporting to the church
council, and getting the project scheduled. He was assisted by Brenda Price and
Maxine Hill in evaluating the flooring and researching the contracts.

I may have overlooked some of the many who helped with these projects but know
you are appreciated.
 
Rick Rathert
Congregation President
DSLC&S
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Service of Installation
for

Rev. Caleb Schewe
Sunday, August 23 , 2026rd

4:00 pm

Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church & Schools
7308 Wedgewood Dr.
Black Hawk, SD 57718



We invite you to 

Sunday, August 30th
after the

 9:00 am service

Meet & Greet forPastor Scheweand Family!



FOOD
DRIVE
VOLUNTEER WITH US!

H E L P  U S  F E E D  L O C A L  F A M I L I E S

Piedmont Food
Pantry

12365 Sturgis Rd,
Piedmont, SD 

TRAINING
AVAILABLE!

WHAT TASKS DO YOU DO?
PASS OUT FOOD
PACK FOOD BAGS

VERY SIMPLE AND SO HELPFUL!

Wednesdays and
Saturdays 9am-12pm

Upcoming
Volunteer Dates:

August 12 , August 15 ,
September 30 , October 3 ,

November  18 , November 21  

th th

th rd

th st

Sign up on
the bulletin

board!





Join us for

RALLY DAY
September 13th

2026
A kick off to the school and

Confirmation year!

Brunch provided by
Evangelism after the service



August Birthdays 

*Is your birthday or anniversary not
listed? Please let the Katie B.  know and
she will add it to the list!

1st
Linda Kramer

Shirlene
Fredrickson

2nd Mason Geigle

3rd Amara Kelly

5th
Diane Falin

Pastor Dennis
Mercer

6th Nathan Petzold
Susan Stelter

7th Jameson Elliott
Sarah Gardner

9th Jessica Grant

10th Dawn Wombold

11th Randi Eggum

22nd Brooks Buhler
Dan Lawrence

23rd Chris Brandt
Laura Frost

25th Rob Phillips

26th Hannah Reiprich

28th Caden Waddell

29th John Harmon
Hudson Smith

30th
Dennis

Beckham
Jim Delaney

12th Jeff Falin

14th Nancy Laber
Denny Mather

15th Bruce Swan

16th Valerie
Thompson

18th Bob Mayer

19th Jim Buhler

20th Steve Ristau

21st
Macy Koepp

Elizabeth
Sutton



September Birthdays 

*Is your birthday or anniversary not
listed? Please let the Katie B.  know and
she will add it to the list!

1st
Zane Johnson
Amelia Phillips

Jessica Schmidt

2nd Braxton Curlee
Cliff Leins

4th Ray Block
Joe Lapcinski

5th Ashley Buhler
Susan Guthrie

6th
Mazee Goff

Randy Kramer
Tyler Portlock

7th Audrey Andelt
Allen Cracco

8th
Fawna Geigle

Kendra Johnson
Bria Sutton

10th Diana Leipold

11th Levi Brunmaier

13th Kellie Hanson

14th Colter Jundt

16th
David Bartling

Jim Green
Connie Green

17th David Miller

18th Bill Venohr

19th Becky LeFebre

20th

John Rohrbauck
Jolene Schmidt

Carol Smith
Warren Van Bockel

22nd Davis Dathe

24th Gail Greenwaldt

25th
Faith Hedeen

Jamie Joachim
AJ Kelly

26th Sandi Davis
Barb Swane

28th Tanya Hahn

29th Nathan Halvorson
Megan Mitzel



August Anniversaries

6th Rob & Colleen Phillips

9th Aaron and Kathleen Tennyson
James & Marcia Aurand

12th Dick & JoAnn Rolfsmeier

17th Kevin & Connie Burg

19th Dean & Rebecca Johnson

20th Dale & Jolene Schmidt
Braden & Reagan Spence

21st Ron & Judy Uecker

22nd Tim & Gina Sueflow

24th Jay & Cindy Fredrich

28th Jim & Sara Delaney
Lyle & Marilyn Larson

29th Randy & Linda Kramer
Marvin & Lisa Kusiek

30th Earl & Janell McKinstry

31st
Rick & Connie Rathert

Justin & Danielle Jones
Nathan & Carlie Andelt



September Anniversaries

2nd Gary & Linda Vermundson

4th Stephen & Gayle Elliott

5th Pete & Jenny Eliason

6th Doug & Maxine Hill
Steven & Raquel Curlee

10th Daren & Becky LeFebre

23rd Joe & Cassondra Miller



Important Church Information
Announcements can be sent to the office manager by noon every Thursday. Please
email her at dslcsecretary@divineshep.org or call 605-787-6438.

Any information about church events and services can be found in the
announcements that are handed out at each service as well as on our website:
divineshep.org. 

Sunday services are livestreamed. You can find current and past services on
our website, Facebook page, and YouTube.

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-2:30 pm
Church Phone: 605-787-6438
Church Email: dslcsecretary@divineshep.org

Give today! Use this QR code or go to
divineshep.org and click "Give Now" to start
Online Giving. Apple Pay is now available.



August 1st
LWML

9:00 am

August 3rd
Elders Meeting

6:00 pm

August 8th Rusty Restorations 7:30 am

August 11th
Church Council

6:00 pm

August 22nd Rusty Restorations 7:30 am

August 23rd

Installation of Pastor Caleb Schewe at Divine

Shepherd Lutheran Church & Schools

4:00 pm

August 30th
Meet & Greet for Pastor Schewe and Family

After the church service

August Schedule

Church Admin out of the office on August 28th
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