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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace 

and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome 

all, especially our guests.  If you do not have a church home, please 

consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our 

family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal 

celebration!  The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As 

Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give 

us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live 

also! Amen.   

*PLEASE NOTE* We ask that when the Prelude is begun, 

conversation will cease in order that all have an opportunity to 

prepare for worship. Please turn off all cell phones. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning 

in the confession and gladness that, as our Lord 

says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and 

wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 

Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 

confessed at this altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of 

the Holy Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-

MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer. 
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831 “How Shall They Hear,” Who Have Not Heard 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 

Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 

 

+Stand+ 
 

L: O Lord, open my lips, 

C: And my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

L: Blessed by God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 
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Psalm 95 

L: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

C: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation! 

 

L: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

C: Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise!  

 

L: For the Lord is a great God, 

C: And a great King above all gods. 

 

L: In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

C: The heights of the mountains are his also. 

 

L: The sea is his, for he made it,  

C: And his hands formed the dry land. 

 

L: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

C: Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

 

L: For he is our God, 

C: And we are the people of his pasture, 

 

L: And the sheep of his hand. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia 
 

+Be Seated+ 
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749 There Is a Balm in Gilead 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: African American spiritual 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+Stand+ 

 
 

Confession and Declaration of Grace - Psalm 32 
 

L: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 

C: whose sins are covered. 

 

L: Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count  

against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

C: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 

through my groaning all day long. 

L: For day and night your hand was heavy on me; 

C: My strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 

 

L: Then I acknowledged my sin to you  

C: And did not cover up my iniquity. 
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L: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 

C: And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

O most merciful God,  

 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for 

His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the children of 

God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that 

believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, 

to us all. 

C: Amen.  

L: Let us pray: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C: Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 
 

L: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened 
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the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who 

celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, 

may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

+Be Seated+ 

 

Old Testament Reading   1 Kings 19:11–21 
11[The Lord] said, “Go out and stand on the mount 

before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a 

great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in 

pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 

the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the 

Lord was not in the earthquake. 12And after the 

earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 

after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went 

out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, 

there came a voice to him and said, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous 

for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 

and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I 

only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 
15And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to 

the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you 

shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the 

son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, 
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and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall 

anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who 

escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to 

death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu 

shall Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to 

Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 19So he 

departed from there and found Elisha the son of 

Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in 

front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed 

by him and cast his cloak upon him. 20And he left the 

oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father 

and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said 

to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 
21And he returned from following him and took the yoke 

of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with 

the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and 

they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and 

assisted him. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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731 O God, Forsake Me Not 

 

 

 

 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 

the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 

thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 

what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 

424 O Christ, You Walked the Road 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 

 

+Stand+ 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 5:1–11 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on 

[Jesus] to hear the word of God, he was standing by the 

lake of Gennesaret, 2and he saw two boats by the lake, 

but the fishermen had gone out of them and were 

washing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which 

was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the 

land. And he sat down and taught the people from the 

boat. 4And when he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets 

for a catch.” 5And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all 

night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down 

the nets.”  
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6And when they had done this, they enclosed a large 

number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7They 

signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so 

that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, 

he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, 

for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9For he and all who were 

with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they 

had taken, 10and so also were James and John, sons of 

Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 

to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching men.” 11And when they had brought their 

boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty maker of 

heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

Born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into Hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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+Be Seated+ 

 

688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 

Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon “Fishers of Men” 

 

+Stand+ 
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Prayer 

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy.  

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy.  

L: For the peace of the whole world,  

for the well-being of the church of God,  

and for the unity of us all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy.  

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here  

their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy.  

L: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits 

of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, 

and need, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading John 14:1–6 
1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know 

the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 

we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 

 

Benediction 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

 

+Be Seated+ 
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461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
5He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

7He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 

Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 


