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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace 

and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome 

all, especially our guests.  If you do not have a church home, please 

consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our 

family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal 

celebration!  The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As 

Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give 

us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live 

also! Amen.   

*PLEASE NOTE* We ask that when the Prelude is begun, 

conversation will cease in order that all have an opportunity to 

prepare for worship. Please turn off all cell phones. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning 

in the confession and gladness that, as our Lord 

says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and 

wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 

Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 

confessed at this altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of 

the Holy Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-

MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer. 
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Special Music                               “O Sing to The Lord” 

                                                     Academy & Adult Choir 

 

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

 

 
5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

    Be justified by grace. 
 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 
 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 
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Confession & Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who 

could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You 

are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon 

Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition.  

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us 

our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 98:1b, 3–4; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b 

 
Sing to the Lord a new song, Alle- | luia,* 

 for he has revealed his righteousness in the 

sight of the nations. Alle- | luia. 

His right hand and his | holy arm* 

 have worked salva- | tion for him. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 

| of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing 

| praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, Alle- | luia,* 

 for he has revealed his righteousness in the 

sight of the nations. Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie                 
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Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. 

Grant that we may love what You have commanded and 

desire what You promise, that among the many changes of 

this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 12:1–6 
1You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O 

Lord, for though you were angry with me, your anger 

turned away, that you might comfort me. 2“Behold, God 

is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the 

Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has 

become my salvation.” 3With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make 

known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his 

name is exalted. 5“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has 

done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great 

in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
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927 First Song of Isaiah 

Choir sings refrain 1st time 

 

 

 
 

Pastor: 
1I will give thanks to You, | O Lord,* 

 for though You were angry | with me, 
2Your anger | turned away,* 

 that You might | comfort me. 

Congregation: 
3Behold, God is my sal- | vation;* 

 I will trust, and will not | be afraid; 
4for the Lord God is my strength | and my song,* 

 and He has become my sal- | vation.  

Refrain-Congregation 

Men: 
5With joy you will draw | water* 

 from the wells of sal- | vation. 

Women: 
6Give thanks | to the Lord,* 

 call up- | on His name, 
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Congregation: 
7make known His deeds among the | peoples,* 

 proclaim that His name is ex- | alted.  

Refrain-Congregation 

Choir: 
8Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done | gloriously;* 

 let this be made known in | all the earth. 
9Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of | Zion,* 

 for great in your midst is the Holy One of | Israel. 

All: 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  

Refrain 
Text: Isai ah 12:1–6 

Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025 

Text: © 2001 Crossw ay Bibles. Used  by permi ssion: LSB Hymn Lic ense no. 110004822  

Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permi ssion: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822  

 

 

Epistle  James 1:16–21 
16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he 

brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be 

a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19Know this, my 

beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, 

slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for the anger of man 

does not produce the righteousness that God requires. 
21Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 

wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 

word, which is able to save your souls. 
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Alleluia & Verse 

Alleluia. The right hand of the Lord exalts, the right hand 

of the Lord does valiantly! Alleluia. We know that Christ 

being raised from the dead will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  John 16:5–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
5[Jesus said:] “But now I am going to him who sent me, 

and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But 

because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 

filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is 

to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 

send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will convict 

the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 9concerning sin, because they do not believe 

in me; 10concerning righteousness, because I go to the 

Father, and you will see me no longer; 11concerning 

judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12“I 

still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 

guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 

own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and 

he will declare to you the things that are to come.  
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14He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; 

therefore I said that he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

+ everlasting. Amen. 
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556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1–4, 10 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “God is My Strength and My Song” 
 

+Profession of Faith+                             Masha Fehr 
 

Blessing of the Quilts 
 

Prayer of the Church                     “Hear Our Prayer” 

 

Offering, Special Music            “Reflections on Thaxt” 

                                                                Adult Bell Choir 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless 

love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 

giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 

reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus                                                                

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen 
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The Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
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Distribution Hymns 

819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1640–90; (sts. 1–3, 5): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, adapt.; (st. 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, adapt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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478 The Day of Resurrection 

 

 

 

 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 

Tune: Gei stliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln  

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publi shing House. Used by  permi ssion: LSB Hymn Lic ense no. 110004822  

Tune: Public domain  
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579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 

 

 

 
 
5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow’r to justify. 

 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone. 
Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis  
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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580 The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 

 

 

 
 

5 It bears to all the tidings glad 

And bids their hearts no more be sad; 

The weary, burdened souls it cheers 

And banishes their guilty fears. 

 

6 May we in faith its message learn 

Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 

May we in faith its truth confess 

And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 
Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.  

Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsh eim  

Text and tune: Public domain  
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Important Dates & Information 

Also, the Academy needs large cardboard boxes. If you 

have any sitting at home, please bring them in! The class 

will be using them for their garden. 

 

The Bethlehem Lutheran chapter of the LWML is hosting 

Rev. Tess Franzen from Freedoms Journey to give a 

presentation on human trafficking here in South Dakota. 

We are opening this presentation up for anyone to 

attend since it is an important topic, and with some 

knowledge you can help save a life. Please join us May 

14th at 6pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church (1630 

Rushmore St.). This event is free and open to the public. 

We will take up a freewill offering for Freedoms Journey 

at the event. For more information or to RSVP please 

contact  

Alexandra Loverink- aloverink@gmail.com  

(503)459-6023. 
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Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School will be June 

15th-19th at 8:30 am-11:00 am! The 

theme this year is “Epic Australian 

Adventures”! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need teachers and helpers! 

Contact Christine Roberts 402-980-

7087 or Joni Mercer 410-299-6292 

or let Katie B. in the office know 

605-787-6438. 


