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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace 

and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome 

all, especially our guests.  If you do not have a church home, please 

consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our 

family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

*PLEASE NOTE* We ask that when the Prelude is begun, 

conversation will cease in order that all have an opportunity 

to prepare for worship. Please turn off all cell phones. 

 

 

A prayer before Worship 

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal 

celebration!  The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As 

Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give 

us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live 

also! Amen.   

 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning 

in the confession and gladness that, as our Lord 

says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and 

wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, 

repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 

Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 

confessed at this altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of 

the Holy Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-

MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer. 
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711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation & Exhortation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment.  

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 33:1, 18–20 

 
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. Alle- | 

luia.* 

 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made. 

Alle- | luia. 

Shout for joy in the Lord, O you | righteous!* 

 Praise befits the | upright. 

Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who | fear him,* 

 on those who hope in his | steadfast love, 

that he may deliver their | soul from death* 

 and keep them alive in | famine. 

Our soul waits | for the Lord;* 

 he is our help | and our shield. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. Alle- | 

luia.* 

 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made. 

Alle- | luia. 

 
Kyrie  
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Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up 

the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from 

the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal 

joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 34:11–16 
11“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search 

for my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd 

seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have 

been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will 

rescue them from all places where they have been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I 

will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 

from the countries, and will bring them into their own 

land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by 

the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 
14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain 

heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 

shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 

they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be 

the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie 

down, declares the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I 

will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 

and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I 

will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 
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Psalm Psalm 23 
1The Lord is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his 

name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:21–25 
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither 

was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, 

he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 

judges justly.  
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24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 

we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying 

like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel   John 10:11–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a 

hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 

for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own 

and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. 

I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 

So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church    “Hear Our Prayer” 
 

Offering, Special Music            “I am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 

                                                                   Children’s Choir 
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Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preface  
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind 

by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there 

life also might rise again and that the serpent who 

overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by 

the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  
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Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Distribution Hymns 

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 

Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 

Text and tune: Public domain  

 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
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482 This Joyful Eastertide 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934 

Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Am sterdam  

Text and tune: Public domain  

 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
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5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

D8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campb ell, 1814–68, alt.  

Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566,  Ivancice  

Text and tune: Public domain  
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Nunc Dimittis  
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

Benediction                                                                                
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685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Divine Shepherd Calendar 

Sunday, April 19th  

9:00 am  Worship Service 

10:30 am  Bible Study, Sunday School 

Wednesday, April 22nd      

9:00 am  Quilting Group 

5:15 pm  Family Dinner 

5:45 pm  Wednesday School/Bible Class 

Thursday, April 23rd  

9:30 am  Ladies Bible Study 

5:30 pm  Adult Bell Choir 

6:30 pm  Adult Choir 

Friday, April 24th-Saturday April 25th  

Youth Retreat at Campfire Cabins 

Saturday, April 25th 

7:30 am  Rusty Restorations 

Sunday, April 26th  

9:00 am  Worship Service 

10:30 am  Bible Study, Sunday School 

12:00 pm  Fellowship Hall Reserved for Private Event 
 

 
 

The Church Admin will be out of the office Thursday, April 

30th-Monday, May 4th.  

She will be available by email during those dates. 
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Important Dates & Information 
The South Dakota 4th Circuit Youth Retreat is on April 24th-25th 

starting at 5:00 pm at Campfire Cabins. 6th grade-High 

School are welcome to attend. Experience a weekend of 

outdoor adventure, faith, and friendship with other youth from 

the South Dakota 4th Circuit! Contact Andrew Wempen for 

questions or more information. The flyer is posted on the Youth 

board in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

On April 29th, the Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN will be 

holding the annual Call Day. Our own, Morgan Phillips, will be 

getting his first call to a congregation that day! We will be 

showing the livestream of this service here in the fellowship hall 

at 5:00 pm. Please join us! If you would like to send Morgan 

and his family a card, please send to the following address:  

11545 U.S. Highway 27, Decatur, IN 46733 

 

The Academy would like to offer lily and iris bulbs to anyone 

who would like them! Reach out to the office or talk to Erin.  

 

Also, the Academy needs large cardboard boxes. If you have 

any sitting at home, please bring them in! The class will be 

using them for their garden. 

 

The Bethlehem Lutheran chapter of the LWML is hosting Rev. 

Tess Franzen from Freedoms Journey to give a presentation on 

human trafficking here in South Dakota. We are opening this 

presentation up for anyone to attend since it is an important 

topic, and with some knowledge you can help save a life. Please 

join us May 14th at 6pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church (1630 

Rushmore St.). This event is free and open to the public. We will 

take up a freewill offering for Freedoms Journey at the 

event. For more information or to RSVP please contact 

Alexandra Loverink- aloverink@gmail.com (503)459-6023. 

mailto:aloverink@gmail.com

