Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 12, 2026

Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church & School
7308 Wedgewood Drive
Black Hawk, SD 57718

“We are baptized children of God, forgiven and redeemed by
Jesus. We are His family, called together to receive His gifts
and serve others.”

Lay Led Service

Office 605-787-6438
Pastor M. Cell 443-980-7338
ECC 605-791-1131

Email:
dslcpmercer@divineshep.org
dslcsecretary@divineshep.org



mailto:dslcpmercer@divineshep.org
mailto:dslcsecretary@divineshep.org

Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace
and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome
all, especially our guests. If you do not have a church home, please
consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our
family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal
celebration! The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As
Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give
us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live
also! Amen.

*PLEASE NOTE* We ask that when the Prelude is begun,
conversation will cease in order that all have an opportunity to
prepare for worship. Please turn off all cell phones.

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning
in the confession and gladness that, as our Lord
says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and
wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink
for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord -
Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, o e
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive e
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death
until He comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the
Lord.

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is
confessed at this altar. Any who holds a confession differing from that of
the Holy Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-
MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer.



474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
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L: O Lord, open my lips,

C: And my mouth will declare Your praise.

L: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

L: Blessed by God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

C: O come, let us worship Him.



Psalm 95

L: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;

C: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation!

L: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
C: Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of
praise!

L: For the Lord is a great God,
C: And a great King above all gods.

L: In his hand are the depths of the earth;
C: The heights of the mountains are his also.

L: The sea is his, for he made it,
C: And his hands formed the dry land.

L: Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
C: Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

L: For he is our God,
C: And we are the people of his pasture,

L: And the sheep of his hand.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia

+Be Seated +
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to the  vine, I am His, and He is mine.
won - drous thought! Found me when 1  sought Him not.
walk with  God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While I live and when I die.
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Confession and Declaration of Grace - Psalm 32

L: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,
C: whose sins are covered.

L: Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count
against them and in whose spirit is no deceit.

C: When | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.



L: For day and night your hand was heavy on me;
C: My strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.

L: Then | acknowledged my sin to you
C: And did not cover up my iniquity.

L: I said, “l will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”
C: And you forgave the guilt of my sin.

L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
O most merciful God,

C: 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all
my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them,
and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Amen.

L: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy
upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for
His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on
His name He gives power to become the children of
God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that
believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord,
to us all.

C: Amen.
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L: Let us pray: Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.

L: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened
the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord'’s resurrection,
may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

+Be Seated +
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me
out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me
around among them, and behold, there were very many
on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very
dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones
live?” And | answered, “O Lord God, you know.” “Then
he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to
them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. *Thus
says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, | will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. ®*And | will lay
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that | am the Lord.”
’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as |
prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8ANd |
looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them.
But there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me,
"Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that
they may live.” '°So | prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. ""Then
he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’
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12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord God: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you
from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into
the land of Israel. >And you shall know that | am the
Lord, when | open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. "*And | will put my Spirit within
you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own
land. Then you shall know that | am the Lord; | have
spoken, and | will do it, declares the Lord.”

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle 7 John 5:4-10

“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. *Who is it that overcomes the world
except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God? ®This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus
Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the
blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because
the Spirit is the truth. "For there are three that testify:
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three
agree. °If we receive the testimony of men, the
testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of
God that he has borne concerning his Son. "®Whoever
believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.
Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar,
because he has not believed in the testimony that God
has borne concerning his Son.

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein-car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to the tree.
And  death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now o - pen is fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the blest tid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi- lant song
In Sa - tan’s do-main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our ftrans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear
He lives, yes, He Ilives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.
With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.
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Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth
chapter.

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

90n the evening of that day, the first day of the week,
the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” *°When he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 2'Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, even so | am sending you.” And when he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness
from anyone, it is withheld.” *Now Thomas, one of the
Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. %°So the other disciples told him, "We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark
of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never
believe.” 2°Eight days later, his disciples were inside
again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, "Peace be with you.” ’Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!"

11



29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.” *°Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 3'but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.

L This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father almighty maker of
heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius
Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into Hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

+Be Seated +
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490 Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won
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1 Je - sus lives! The vic - t'ry’s won! Death no long-er can ap-
2 Je - sus lives! To Him the throne High a - bove all things is
3 Je - sus lives! For me He died, Hence will I, to Je- sus
4 Je - sus lives! T know full well Noth - ing me from Him shall
5 Je - sus lives! And now is death But the gate of life im-
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faith - ful; doubt-ings, hence! This shall be my con - fi - dence.
need God will dis - pense; This shall be my con - fi - dence.
be my sure de - fense;  This shall be my con - fi - dence.
cry, as fails each sense: Je - sus is my con - fi - dence!
Sermon
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478 The Day of Resurrection
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - vil That we may see a - right
3 Now let the heav’'ns be joy - ful, Let earth its song be - gin,
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The pass - o - ver  of glad - ness, The pass-o0 - ver of God.
The Lord in rays e - ter - mnal Of res-ur-rec-tion light
Let all the world keep ftri - umph And all that is there - in.

All praise to God the Spir - it, E - ter-nal Three in One!

From death to life e - ter - nal, From sin’s do-min -ion free,
And, lis-t'ning to His ac - cents, May hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and un - seen, Their notes of glad-ness blend;
Let all the ran-somed num - ber Fall down be-fore the throne
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Our Christ has brought us o - ver With hymns of vic-to - ry.
His own “All hail!” and, hear - ing, May raise the vic - tor strain.
For Christ the Lord has ris - en, Our joy that has no end!
And hon - or, pow'r, and glo - ry As - cribe to God a - lone!

Prayer

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the unity of us all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here
their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
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L: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits
of the earth,

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger,
and need,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.

Offering, Special Music “Alleluia, Amen”
Adult Bell Choir
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading John 14:1-6
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not
so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for
you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may
be also. “And you know the way to where | am going.”
*Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?" ®Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.
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Benediction

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen.

+Be Seated +

461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives
o W) .

iy "  —— — T — t -

b 4 ez [ [ T*r o |2 4 <]

.) [~ T N T T
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, He lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; He lives all - glo - rious
plead for me a - bove; He lives my hun - gry
guide me with His eye; He lives to com - fort
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once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky; He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.

5He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

7He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;

He lives to bring me safely there.

6He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;

He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

8He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

| know that my Redeemer lives!

attr. )
Text and tune: Public domain
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