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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome all, especially our guests.  If 

you do not have a church home please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have 

you as part of our family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!  

The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As Your disciples first saw and 

believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep 

for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.   

 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession 

and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only 

bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His 

Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until 

He comes. 

 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar.  Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing from that 

of the Holy Scriptures, this congregation, and the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and 

yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer. 
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359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts.  1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln  

Text and tune: Public domain  

 

 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
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word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 

us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Introit Psalm 93:1, 3–4; antiphon: vv. 5, 2 

 
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

 holiness befits your house, O Lord, for- | evermore. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

 you are from ever- | lasting. 

The Lord reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 

 the Lord is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 

Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 

 it shall nev- | er be moved. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 

 the floods lift up their | roaring. 

Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves 

| of the sea,* 

 the Lord on high is | mighty! 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

 holiness befits your house, O Lord, for- | evermore. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

 you are from ever- | lasting. 
 

Kyrie                 

 
 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 

Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–5 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3And his delight shall be in the fear of the 

Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 

hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 

the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 

with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt 

of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 

Gradual 

 

You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;* 

 grace is poured up- | on your lips. 

I address my verses | to the king;* 

 my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 
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Epistle   Galatians 4:1–7 
1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 

though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and 

managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when 

we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God. 

 

Alleluia  
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:33–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this 

child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 

that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so 

that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a 

prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when 

she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did 

not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 

day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God 

and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed everything according to the 

Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor 

of God was upon him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–5): tr. F. Samuel  Janzow, 1913–2001;  (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.  

Text and tune: Nicolaus H erman, c. 1480–1561 

Text (sts. 1, 3–5): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. U sed by p ermission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822  

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain  

 

Sermon “God’s Word is Fulfilled” 
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Prayer of the Church                                                      “Hear Our Prayer” 
 

Offering, Special Music                                             “” 

                                                                                     Brooks Buhler, piano 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 

all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
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Sanctus                                                                

 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who 

ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children 

from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a 

second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-

giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through 

Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink 

of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and 

salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Music         “O Come All Ye Faithful”, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

                      Everett Buhler, vibraphone 
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Distribution Hymns 

362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 1–7 

 

 

 
 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 

 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 

Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: English 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God sts. 6–7 

 

 

 
Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001 

Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Important Dates and Information  

This year’s New Year’s Eve Service is at 6:30 pm.  

  

Offering Envelopes 2026  

If you would no longer like to use offering envelopes or if 

you would like to start/continue using them, please fill out 

the sheet provided by the secretary’s office and return them 

to the labeled box or place them in the church office drop 

box on the door. Please fill the sheet out before the end of 

December.   

  

There is a Voter’s Meeting on January 25th after the 9am 

service. Please plan to attend!  

  

The Annual Divine Shepherd Lutheran School Legacy 

Banquet is scheduled for February 28th, 2026 from 5pm-

8pm at Angel’s Catering and Receptions in Summerset! 

Join us for an evening of entertainment including dinner, 

silent auction, live auction, speaker, fellowship, and childcare! 

Tickets are $50.00 each. For more information, call Katie A. 

605-791-1131  

 

 

 

 


