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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and 

presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome all, especially 

our guests.  If you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. 

We would love to have you as part of our family.   Please take a minute and sign 

our guest book.   

 

 

A prayer before Worship 
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal 

celebration!  The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As Your 

disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the 

promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.   

 

 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the 

confession and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into 

our mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and 

blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, repent of 

all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed 

at this altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of the Holy 

Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-MS, are asked to 

speak with Pastor Mercer. 
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337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903–42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Tune: Wel sh  

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by p ermission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822  

Tune: Public domain  
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Invocation & Exhortation  

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
 

Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

 

Absolution 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit  Psalm 80:1, 3, 14, 17 

 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

 “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The Lord will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 

 You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 

Restore us, | O God;* 

 let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Turn again, O | God of hosts!* 

 Look down from | heaven, and see. 

But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,* 

 the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

 “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The Lord will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 
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Kyrie  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Malachi 4:1–6 
1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 

arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set 

them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root 

nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall 

rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the 

stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the 

soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 
4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees 

that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah 

the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6And he 

will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to 

their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter 

destruction.” 

 

Gradual Psalm 50:2–3a, 5 

 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God | shines forth.* 

 Our God comes; he does not keep | silence; 

“Gather to me my | faithful ones,* 

 who made a covenant with me by | sacrifice!” 
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Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 

might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant 

you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 

you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 

circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises 

given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God 

for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the 

Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, 

with his people.” 11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all 

the peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will 

come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 

hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

Alleluia and Verse  
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Holy Gospel Luke 21:25–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the 

earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and 

the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is 

coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And 

then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 

glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29And he told them 

a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come 

out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass 

away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and 

that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all 

who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, 

praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are 

going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon  “A Message of Hope” 
 

Nicene Creed 

C   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus 

Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life + of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church      “Hear Our Prayer” 
 

Offering, Special Music                         “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

                                      Melissa Sutton, Joni Mercer, Pastor Dennis Mercer 
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Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Preface  
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they 

might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 

glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

 

Pax Domini  

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 



 16 

Distribution Hymns 

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934–2025 

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 
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621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 

Tune: French, 17th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 19 

772 In Holy Conversation 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 

Tune: Swedish 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction  

 

 
 

672 Jerusalem the Golden 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Alexander C. Ewing, 1830–95, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Important Dates and Information  
  

  

Advent & Christmas Service Schedule (No 11am services during Advent)  

Wednesday, December 10th: 6:30 pm  

Wednesday, December 17th: 6:30 pm   

Christmas Eve Service: 6:30 pm  

Christmas Day Service: 9:00 am  
  

Christmas Caroling  

Please join us for Christmas Caroling on December 20th! We will meet at the 

church at 9:45 am and leave by 10:00 am. A lunch will be provided. Please let 

Joni Mercer know if you plan to come.  
  

LWML Christmas Cards  

The LWML will have Christmas cards for sale in the fellowship hall next to the 

membership picture wall. There are boxes or you may purchase individual cards. 

There are special 5 panel cards for $3 each or 2 for $5. These cards include Luke 2 

and the salvation message for someone special in your life. There are also a 

variety of sympathy and occasion cards.   
  

Poinsettias  

Poinsettias have been ordered. If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in 

memory or honor of a loved one, please sign up on the sheet that is on the 

bulletin board. They will be $15 each.  
  

The Giving Tree  

The Giving tree has returned! If you would like to participate, please take a card 

from the tree and return the card attached to an unwrapped gift. Please return 

all gifts by December 10th at 2:00 pm. Gifts can be placed near the tree in the 

hall. For more information, please see the flyer next to the Christmas tree.   

Please do not bring gifts after the deadline date and time as they will not 

have time to wrap them.  
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Offering Envelopes 2026  

If you would no longer like to use offering envelopes or if you would like to 

start/continue using them, please fill out the sheet provided by the secretary’s 

office and return them to the labeled box or place them in the church office drop 

box on the door. Please fill the sheet out before the end of December.  
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