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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 
May our worship celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome all, especially our guests.  If you do not have a 

church home please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our 

family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!  

The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As Your disciples first saw and 

believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep 

for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.   

 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and gladness that, 

as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine 

but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our 

Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, repent of 

all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of the Holy Scriptures, or are not a 

member in good standing with the LC-MS,  are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer. 

 
Members and guests of DSLC and School we stream our services through Facebook Live. With this stream 
we do publish this to our Facebook page which means your face may end up on our Facebook page. If you 
are not comfortable with this please talk to Pastor to address this concern. -Thank you, The AV Team. 
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Prelude       “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People” 

Lynn Seifert, piano    Joni Mercer, vibraphone 
 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael  Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.  

Tune: Swedi sh, 17th cent.  

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by  permi ssion: LSB Hymn Lic ense no. 110004822  

Tune: Public domain  

 

Invocation & Exhortation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
 

P   Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C   who made heaven and earth. 
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P   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment.  

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 25:4–5, 21–22 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul.* 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

Make me to know your ways, | O Lord;* 

 teach me | your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my sal- | 

vation;* 

 for you I wait all the | day long. 

May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 

 for I | wait for you. 

Redeem Israel, | O God,* 

 out of all his | troubles. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

To you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul.* 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 
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Kyrie  

 

 
 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading   Jeremiah 23:5–8 
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 

shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will 

be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he 

will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 7“Therefore, behold, the days 

are coming, declares the Lord, when they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord 

lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 8but ‘As 

the Lord lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel 

out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven 

them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.” 
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*Pastor will chant the 1st verse, congregation will chant the 2nd verse 

Gradual 

 
None who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, | O Lord;* 

 teach me | your paths. 

 

Epistle   Romans 13:11–14 
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 
12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the 

daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Alleluia  
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 1When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount 

of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 

village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything 

to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 

once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, 

and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the 

donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 
8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds 

that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus 

Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

D8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. 

Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon “Wake Up!” 

 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering  
 

Prayer of the Church                                             “Hear Our Prayer“ 
 
 

Preface                                                                                 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 

escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
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Pax Domini  

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  
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Distribution Hymns 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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798 The God of Abraham Praise 

 

 

 

 

*Interlude before verse 5* 
 

5 Though nature’s strength decay, 

    And earth and hell withstand, 

To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way 

    At His command. 

The wat’ry deep I pass, 

    With Jesus in my view, 

And through the howling wilderness 

    My way pursue. 
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6 The goodly land I see, 

    With peace and plenty blest: 

A land of sacred liberty 

    And endless rest. 

There milk and honey flow, 

    And oil and wine abound, 

And trees of life forever grow 

    With mercy crowned. 

 

7 There dwells the Lord our king, 

    The Lord our righteousness, 

Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 

    The Prince of Peace. 

On Zion’s sacred height 

    His kingdom He maintains 

And glorious with His saints in light 

    Forever reigns. 

 

8 The God who reigns on high 

    The great archangels sing, 

And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, 

    “Almighty King! 

Who was and is the same 

    And evermore shall be: 

Jehovah, Father, great I AM! 

    We worship Thee!” 

 

 

 

 

D 9 The whole triumphant host 

    Give thanks to God on high. 

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 

    They ever cry. 

Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 

    I join the heav’nly lays: 

All might and majesty are Thine 

    And endless praise! 
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt. 

Tune: Hebrew 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis  
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Thanksgiving  

 
  

 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus  

 
  

 
 

Benediction  
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331 The Advent of Our King 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Advent & Christmas Service Schedule 

Wednesday, December 3rd: 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 10th: 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 17th: 6:30 pm  

Christmas Eve Service: 6:30 pm 

Christmas Day Service: 9:00 am 
 

Christmas Caroling 

Please join us for Christmas Caroling on December 20th! We will meet at the 

church at 9:45 am and leave by 10:00 am. A lunch will be provided. Please let Joni 

Mercer know if you plan to come. 
 

LWML Christmas Cards 

The LWML will have Christmas cards for sale in the fellowship hallo next to the 

membership picture wall. There are boxes or you may purchase individual cards. 

There are special 5 panel cards for $3 each or 2 for $5. These cards include Luke 2 

and the salvation message for someone special in your life. There are also a 

variety of sympathy and occasion cards.  
 

Poinsettias 

Poinsettias have been ordered. If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in 

memory or honor of a loved one, please sign up on the sheet that is on the 

bulletin board. They will be $15 each. 

 

The Giving Tree  

The Giving tree has returned! If you would like to participate, please take a card 

from the tree and return the card attached to an unwrapped gift. Please return 

all gifts by December 10th at 2:00 pm. Gifts can be placed near the tree in the 

hall. For more information, please see the flyer next to the Christmas tree.   

Please do not bring gifts after the deadline date and time as they will not 

have time to wrap them.  
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Prayer Requests  

To those sick or suffering: Alisa Karr, Josh Baker, Deedee Konrad, Wade Geigle, 

Dale Heidelberger, Lyle Larson, Colleen Phillips  

Our shut-ins: Jerry Nelson, Laura Felkey, and Candice Thorson.  

Our Ministries & Missionaries: The ministry of Evergreen Lutheran on the Pine 

Ridge Reservation, Barb Rebenstisch in Taiwan, Deaconess Melissa Pflug, Rev. 

Nathaniel and Emma Jensen, Rev. Dan Jastram & family in Asia, and Divine 

Shepherd Schools.   

All those serving in the military: Connor McLane (Pastor Randy & Vonda’s 

nephew), Jaden Weber, Col. Robert Grass (Son of Rob Grass), Eric Tobin, Tyson 

Freeman (Dale & Mary Heidelberger Grandson), Matt Steiner (Marilyn Suckut’s 

Grandson), Nicholas Carver (Leota Quam’s grandson), Chris Brandt (Doug & 

Cheryl’s son), Cody Horton (Mel & Bobbi Geidel Grandson), Mike Reiprich, and 

Brad Halvorson (Nate’s son)  

Prayer Chain Coordinator-  

Diane Falin: dkfalin@midco.net, 605-381-3176   

 


