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A Note from the Chairman
ALL ABOARD
During the past few weeks, the most talked
about topic seems to be the call for a new
pastor. I’m glad that members are
interested and asking a lot of questions
about the process. An additional nominee
was submitted to the SD District office for
consideration last week. I spoke with
President Sturzenbecher recently and he is
working on our nomination list and adding
some other candidates to that list. As you
might expect, President Sturzenbecher is
an extremely busy man. He is doing
significant traveling for his work. He was
recently in Michigan for the Higher Things
event, and as I write this he has just
returned from meetings in St. Louis. He
has not forgotten Divine Shepherd, but
DSLC is one of many congregations
currently calling a pastor. It will be another
2 or 3 weeks before the call committee has
a nomination list from the district office that
will give us background information and
details about the nominees. The call
committee will review those reports as
efficiently as we can. This is a time for
prayer and patience. DSLC members are
great at the former, not so great at the
latter.

The process of calling a new pastor drives
some other changes, such as one worship
service versus two services; earlier start
for the Wednesday night suppers so
confirmation classes can start earlier and
finish a little later; Wednesday night
worship will be discontinued and moved to
a Wednesday morning service(during
Advent and Lent services will be at 6:30
PM); new parking requirements as
attendance is greater at the single service;
more people in the church service means
utilizing the seating more efficiently (which
really means sitting closer together, filling
all the chairs, and getting to know your
Christian brothers and sisters better). 
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The Board of Elders, Pastor Mercer, and I
have had lengthy discussions about all the
above changes. Nothing was done without
significant consideration of the impact the
changes will have on members. We know
the changes are not popular with
everybody, however the changes
accommodate the congregation, not
individuals. Some comments made about
these changes are unfortunate to hear
from DSLC members. They reflect a lack
of understanding and consideration for the
staff and lay leaders. Pastor Mercer is
doing the work of 2 pastors. He covers a
lot of duties and responsibilities. Pastor
Baumann is providing support and
assistance to Pastor Mercer, and we are
grateful for that, but he does live 45 miles
away, he does work limited hours, and he
is not replacing Pastor Sturzenbecher. 

Many members have volunteered to help
in various ways, especially now that the
school year and Sunday School year have
started. More volunteers are needed,
however, please contact the office if you
are willing to help us in some way. The
next few months is an ALL HANDS ON
DECK time. It will be smoother sailing with
a full crew ready to pitch in.

Finally, remember that most of the
changes are temporary. As soon as a
pastor is called and settles in at Divine
Shepherd schedules will align with his
wishes. Until then, please be patient,
please pray for your congregation and
leadership, and look for opportunities to be
a part of the solution.

In His Service,
Rick Rathert
Congregation President



Join us for

RALLY DAY
September 7

2025
th

A kick off to the school and
Confirmation year!

Elders will be cooking
hamburgers and hot dogs.

Please bring a side to share!



Service Times Update
SUNDAY
9:00 am
(until a Pastor has accepted a call)

WEDNESDAY
11:00 am
(until a Pastor has accepted a call)

WEDNESDAY DINNER AND CONFIRMATION
Dinner- 5:15 pm
Confirmation- 5:45 pm

*WEDNESDAY TIMES WILL GO INTO EFFECT
ON SEPTEMBER 3RD

MIDWEEK SERVICES DURING ADVENT &
LENT WILL ONLY BE AT 6:30 PM





OCTOBER 19TH
10:30 AM

VOTERS
MEETING

Please plan to attend!



September Birthdays 

1st
Zane Johnson
Amelia Phillips

Jessica Schmidt

2nd Braxton Curlee
Cliff Leins

4th Ray Block
Joe Lapcinski

5th Ashley Buhler
Susan Guthrie

6th

Mazee Goff
Randy Kramer
Tyler Portlock

Tyson Radensleben

7th Audrey Andelt
Allen Cracco

8th Fawna Geigle

10th Diana Leipold

11th Levi Brunmaier

13th Kellie Hanson

16th
David Bartling

Jim Green
Connie Green

17th David Miller

18th Bill Venohr

19th Becky LeFebre
Abbie Maas

20th

John Rohrbauck
Jolene Schmidt

Carol Smith
Michael Tataryn

22nd Davis Dathe
Matt Hahn

24th Gail Greenwaldt

25th Faith Hedeen

26th Sandi Davis
Barb Swane

28th Tanya Hahn

29th
Nathan Halvorson

Megan Mitzel
Nancy Laber

14th Colter Jundt
Jeff Vermundson

15th Ethan Maas



October Birthdays 

1st Karley Halvorson
Colleen Phillips

3rd Becky Eisenbraun

4th Sabre Anderson

5th Wally Leipold

6th Mike Reiprich
Kevin Eisenbraun

8th Dawn Ristau
Betty Warrick

10th Alan Aker

13th Marshall Norman

15th Chris Liffengren

16th Faun Harmon
Maria Kitchens

18th Becky Portlock

19th Scot Dobbs

22nd Willa Block
Scott Gahm

25th

Hannah Aker
Emily Peck

Justin Smith
Joe Miller

26th Hudson Burbach

27th Elizabeth Dathe

28th Alexis Portlock

29th Tami Gahm
Jaden Weber

31st Mavrik Lapcinski



*Is your birthday or anniversary not listed? Please let the
Katie B.  know and she will add it to the list!

September Anniversaries

2nd Shane & Kimberly Geidel
Gary & Linda Vermundson

5th Pete & Jenny Eliason

6th Doug & Maxine Hill

10th Daren & Becky LeFebre

20th Alan & Heidi Aker



*Is your birthday or anniversary not listed? Please let the
Katie B.  know and she will add it to the list!

October Anniversaries

8th Matt & Tanya Hahn

14th Randy & Gail Greenwaldt
Joe & Megan Lapcinski

25th David & Kellie Hanson

26th Ray & Ruth Reynolds



Important Church Information
Announcements can be sent to the office manager by noon every Thursday. Please
email her at dslcsecretary@divineshep.org or call 605-787-6438.

Any information about church events and services can be found in the
announcements that are handed out at each service as well as on our website:
divineshep.org. 

Sunday services are livestreamed. You can find current and past services on
our website, Facebook page, and YouTube.

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-2:30 pm
Church Phone: 605-787-6438
Church Email: dslcsecretary@divineshep.org

Give today! Use this QR code or go to
divineshep.org and click "Give Now" to start

Online Giving.



 September & October Events

O C T O B E R

9th Church Council Meeting
6:00 pm

13th Rusty Restorations 7:30 am
LWML 9:00 am

27th Rusty Restorations 7:30 am

S E P T E M B E R

6th Elders Meeting
6:00 pm

11th Rusty Restorations 7:30 am
LWML 9:00 am

14th Church Council
6:00 pm

19th VOTERS MEETING 
After service

22nd & 25th Volunteer for Food Pantry

25th Rusty Restorations
7:30 am

31st Trunk or Treat
5:00 pm-6:30 pm


