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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence,
of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If
you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to
have you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession
and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His
Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until
He comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Any who holds a confession differing from that of the Holy Scriptures or are not a
member in good standing with the LC-MS, are asked to speak with Pastor Mercer.



Prelude “Sicilienne” by Faure’
Kelle Kirschenmann, cello; Joni Mercer, marimba

“Easter Glory”
Adult Bell Choir
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Invocation & Exhortation
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

Absolution

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Introit Psalm 66:3, 5, 8-9
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Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alle- | luia.*

Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alle- | luia.
Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds!*
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing | to you.’
Come and see what | God has done:*
he is awesome in his deeds toward the chil- | dren of man.
Bless our God, O | peoples;*
let the sound of his | praise be heard,
who has kept our soul among the | living*
and has not let our | feet slip.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alle- | luia.*
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alle- | luia.
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This Is the Feast
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they
may return to the way of righteousness. Grant faithfulness to all who are
admitted into the fellowship of Christ's Church that they may avoid
whatever is contrary to their confession and follow all such things as are
pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading /saiah 40:25-31

2>To whom then will you compare me, that | should be like him? says the
Holy One. %Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who
brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness
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of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. 2’Why
do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the Lord,
and my right is disregarded by my God"? 2®Have you not known? Have you
not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
>He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases
strength. *°Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall
exhausted; 3'but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they
shall walk and not faint.
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Catechetical Review
The First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean?
God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition
that it may be kept holy among us also.

How is God's name kept holy?

God'’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its
truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy
lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven!
But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word
profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this,
heavenly Father!
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sts. ref, 2

466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
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Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, 1938-2021; tr. Howard 5. Olson, 1922-2010
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LSB Hymn License no.

joward 5. Olson. Used by permission:
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Epistle 1 John 3:1-3

'See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know
us is that it did not know him. °Beloved, we are God's children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

426 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia sts. ref, 3
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Alleluia and Verse
A4
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Holy Gospel John 16:16-22

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.

'®[Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a
little while, and you will see me.” "So some of his disciples said to one
another, "What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because | am going
to the Father'?” '8So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little
while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” "Jesus knew that they
wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking
yourselves, what | meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me,
and again a little while and you will see me'? 2°Truly, truly, | say to you, you
will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will turn into joy. 2'When a woman is giving birth, she has
sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby,
she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has
been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you
again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.
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466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia sts. ref, 4-5
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Children’s Message
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803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
04
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re - flect Thy rays,
A 3 Thouart giv - ing andfor - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un -fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen-ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv-ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:

Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’'n in - her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!

Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, aft
e: eethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

C | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church “Hear Our Prayer’

Offering, Special Music “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”
Adult Choir
Offertory
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Preface
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(Pl The Lord be  with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

‘-___—"/ e
It is right  to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and
gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: "Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me....
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Pax Domini LSB 180
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb  of
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Special Music “The Children’s Prayer”

Kelle Kirschenmann, cello
Joni Mercer, marimba

19



Distribution Hymns
480 He's Risen, He's Risen
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1 He's ris - en, He’s ris - en, Christ Je - sus, the Lord;
2 The foe was tri - um - phant when on Cal - va - 1y
3 But short was their tri - umph; the Sav - ior a - rose,
4 0, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
A5 Then sing your ho - san - nas and raise your glad voice;
He . . .
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He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein - car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to the tree.
And death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now o - pen is fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the  blest tid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi- lant song
In Sa - tan’s do-main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our trans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.
With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.
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795 Voices Raised to You We Offer
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1 Voic - es raised to You we of - fer; Tune them, God, for
2 All cre - a - tion joins to praise You; Earth and sky Your
3 Christ, the song of Love in - car - nate, Touch - ing earth with
4 Spir - it, flam-ing through cre - a - tion, Kin - dle faith with -
5 How can an - y praise we of - fer Mea - sure all the

04 . \
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songs of praise. Hearts and hands we bring in trib - ute
works dis - play. Art and mu - sic, gifts You lend us,
heav - en’s grace, For Your liv - ing, suf-f’ring, dy - ing,
in each heart. Lift our voic - es high in cho - rus;
thanks we owe? Take our hearts and hands and voic-es—
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For Your gifts through all our days. Al - le-lu - ia!
We re - turn to You to - day. Al - le-lu - ia!
For Your ris - ing, hear our praise! Al - le-lu - ia!
Through our hands Your love im - part. Al - le-lu - ial
Gifts of love we can be - stow. Al - le-lu - ia!
[
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Al-le - lu -ia!l Tri - une God, to You we sing!
Al -le - lu -ia! God, Cre - a - tor, source of life!
Al -le - lu - ia!  Christ, Re - deem - er, Lord of life!
Al-1le - lu - ial Spir - it, Help - er, breath of life!
Al-le - lu-ial Tri - une God, to You we sing!

1923-2007

ext: . Inc. Used by permission: LS8 Hymn License no. 110004822
Tune: © 196 Carolyn Jennings. Used by permission: LS8 Hymn License no. 110004822
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633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we  sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-1le - lu - ial
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - lu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-1le - lu - ial

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie;

You have conquered in the fight,

You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free,

Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
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D8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluial




649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Chris - tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’'s throne We pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, Our mu-tual bur - dens bear,
4 When here our path-ways  part, We suf - fer bit - ter pain;
5 From sor-row, toil, and pain, And sin  we shall be free
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The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our com-forts and our cares.
And of-ten for each oth - er flows The  sym - pa-thiz-ing tear.
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet a - gain.
And per-fect love and friend-ship reign Through all e - ter-ni - ty.

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -

joice andproud - ly  bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray...
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+Rite of Farewell to President Sturzenbecher+

Benediction
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(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious Lo you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise
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1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise
2 Grant us Thy peace up - on our home - ward way;
3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;
4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With  one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With  Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Turn  Thou for us its dark - ness in - fto light.
Our balm in SOr - TOW and our stay in strife;
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Once more we  bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips  from sin, the hearts from shame,
From harm and dan - ger keep Thy chil - dren free;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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Then, low - ly bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in  this house have called wp - on Thy  name.
For dark and light are both a - like to Thee.
Call us, (0] Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.
Postlude “Gigue” by J. S. Bach; “Hallelujah Chorus” by G. F. Handel

Kelle Kirschenmann, cello; Kayla Stearns, flute
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