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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome all, especially our guests.  If 

you do not have a church home please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have 

you as part of our family.   Please take a minute and sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!  

The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As Your disciples first saw and 

believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep 

for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.   

 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession 

and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only 

bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His 

Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until 

He comes. 

 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar.  Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing from that 

of the Holy Scriptures, this congregation, and the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and 

yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher. 
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470 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
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of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 

us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Special Music (10:30)                                                          “Easter Glory” 

                                                                                    Adult Handbell Choir 

Introit Psalm 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b 

 
Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,* 

 long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 

Sing aloud to | God our strength;* 

 shout for joy to the God of | Jacob! 

In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;* 

 I answered you in the secret place of | thunder. 

I am the | Lord your God,* 

 who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt. 

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;* 

 and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,* 

 long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 
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Kyrie                 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 

may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 
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and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading            Ezekiel 37:1–14 
1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on 

the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to 

me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, 

O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I 

will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 

you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know 

that I am the Lord.” 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I 

prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came 

together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews 

on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But 

there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they 

may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 

into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great 

army. 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house 

of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 

Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, 

O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall 

know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
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graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 

live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am 

the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

 

Catechetical Review 

Holy Baptism-1st-4th Parts 

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s 

command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and 

gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and 

promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes 

and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

 

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God 

in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no 

Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 

water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, 

as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the 
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washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured 

out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 

eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that 

a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” (Romans 6:4) 

 

Epistle 1 John 5:4–10 
4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is 

the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the 

water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who 

testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the 

Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9If we receive 

the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the 

testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever 

believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the 

testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, 

called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 



 10 

see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of 

the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days 

later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and 

see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 

disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus 

did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 

in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Message 
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472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945–2022 

Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 

Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

 

Sermon  

 

Prayer of the Church                                                      “Hear Our Prayer” 

Offering, Special Music (8:00)                                           “Easter Glory” 

                                                                                    Adult Handbell Choir 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Sanctus                                                                

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life…. Hear us as we pray in His 

name and as He has taught us: 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  
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Distribution Hymns 

463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt. 

Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

 

 

 

 
 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 

The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 

    Alleluia! 

 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 

From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. 

    Alleluia! Refrain 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 

Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, 1938–2021; tr. Howard S. Olson, 1922–2010 

Tune: Tanzanian 

Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

470 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 5–9 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Divine Shepherd Calendar 

Sunday, April 27th   

8:00 am  Divine Worship Service 

9:15 am  Coffee & Cookies 

9:30 am  Adult Bible Study, Sunday School  

10:30 am  Divine Worship Service 

Wednesday, April 30th    

5:30 pm  Family Dinner 

6:00 pm  Adult Bible Study, Wednesday School 

7:15 pm  Midweek Service 

Thursday, May 1st                   

9:30 am  Ladies Bible Study 

5:30 pm  Adult Bell Choir 

6:30 pm  Adult Choir 

Sunday, May 4th    

9:30 am  Divine Worship Service 

4:30 pm-6:30 pm Fellowship time with hors d’oeuvres  

7:00 pm  District President Installation Service for Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the month of May, there will be one service each Sunday. Please 

check the calendar on divineshep.org or the large calendar on the 

bulletin board for service times. 
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Important Dates and Information 
Faith Lutheran in Sioux Falls is hosting a celebration of President Sailer's retirement on 

Sunday May 11th.  They are encouraging individuals and churches to send cards to Faith 

Lutheran congratulating and wishing Scott and Sarah well.  Faith Lutheran Church 601 N. 

Cliff Ave.  Sioux Falls SD, 57103.  

 

This year, Vacation Bible School will be from 8:30 am-11:00 am on  

June 9th-13th! We are looking for donations for packaged snacks for the children. 

We will accept monetary or physical snacks. Drop donations off in church kitchen 

or office. Thank you for your help! 

 

Wednesday Night Dinner Teams Needed!! 

We need 2-3 teams (3-4 people in a team) to cook Wednesday night dinners at the 

church. This is a service to those coming to Bible Studies, Confirmation, and Church! 

With enough teams, your group will only need to cook 8 times a year. Younger families, 

please consider getting involved in this ministry as we continue to provide a warm meal 

for our Wednesday attendees! Please reach out to Trista Radensleben if you can 

volunteer. 605-340-5560.  Thank you! 

 

May 1st is the last day to RSVP for Pastor Randy & Vonda’s Send Off Meal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


