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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!

May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and
presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially
our guests. If you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd.
We would love to have you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign
our guest book.

A prayer before Worship

This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal
celebration! The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your
disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the
promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord'’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the
confession and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into
our mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.

by

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed
at this altar. Any who holds a confession differing from that of the Holy
Scriptures or are not a member in good standing with the LC-MS, are asked to
speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher.
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825 Rise, Shine, You People
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how  He sends the pow'rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e -brate, your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
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Our hu - man sto - ry; God in Him is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Your songs and prayers a - gainst the  dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.
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He comes to us, by  death and sin sur -
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
To all the world go out and tell the
Tell how the Spir - it calls  from ev - 'ty
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round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
sto - 1y Of Je - su¢’ glo - 1y
na - tion His new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939, alt.
Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822

Invocation & Exhortation

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

Absolution

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit Psalm 72:1-2, 10-11
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Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
Give the king your justice, | O God,*

and your righteousness to the | royal son!
May he judge your people with | righteousness,*

and your poor with | justice!
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him
| tribute;*

may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts!
May all kings fall down be- | fore him,*

all nations | serve him!



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.

Kyrie LSB 152
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A]  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 754
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(A] Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son
to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the
fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

'Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen
upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising. “Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and
your daughters shall be carried on the hip. °Then you shall see and be
radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult because the abundance of the sea
shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. °A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

Catechetical Review

The Third Article of the Creed

Sanctification

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

| believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this
Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to
me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.
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Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12

'For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's
grace that was given to me for you, *how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as | have written briefly. “When you read this, you can
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, *which was not made known
to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles
are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel | was made a minister
according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of
his power. 8To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, *and
to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things, %o that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. '"This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, '%in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

AII luia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: ®“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.” "Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. ®And
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” °After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child was. %When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. "And going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. ?And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message
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399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
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1 The star pro - claims the King is here;  But, Her - od,
2 The east - ern sa - ges saw from far And fol - lowed
3 With - in the Jor - dan’s sa - cred flood The heav'n -ly
4 And oh, what mir - a - cle di - vine, When wa - ter
A5 For this Thy glad e - piph - a - ny All  glo - ry,
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why this sense-less fear? For He who of - fers heav'n-ly
on His guid - ing star;  And, led by light, to light they
Lamb in meek-ness stood That He, of whom no sin  was
red - dened in - to wine! He spoke the word, and forth it
Je - sus, be to Thee, Whom with the Fa - ther we a-
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birth Seeks not the king - doms of this  earth.
trod And by their gifts con - fessed their God.
known, Might cleanse His peo - ple from their own.
flowed In streams that na - ture ne’er be - stowed.
clore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.
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enberg, ed. Joseph Klug

Sermon

Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
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right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church “Hear Our Prayer”

Offering

Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.



Preface
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Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

LSB 160
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord

our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks

Sanctus
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and praise.
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full of Your glo-ry.
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high -est. Bless-ed is He who

13



comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks... in remembrance of Me."

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pax Domini LSB 163
b
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Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution Hymns
395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
2 Come, heav’'n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, = And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
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Al - might-y Fa - ther, in Your Son  You loved us when
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own truth and light, A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine;  There light a flame un -dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let uws be As  liv - ing branch -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him

LSB 163
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup-ply - ing.
with heav'n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - ly, ho - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to - rious,
Now, though dai - ly Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O  draw near us!
Al - le - ln - ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
) _# . .
A i | —— ] = i ] ! ] H
il ] ] ] | | I [ = [ :J ] I |
%? & [ ] ‘ | [ I I [ d O Il |
Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’'n-1ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us mnev - er!

5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

16

6 What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Text icolai, 1556-1608
Book of Worship. Used by permission: LS8

Hymn License no. 110004822




370 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bome for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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1 0O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent -1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The  si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ- mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.

(@] come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
Benediction

810 O God of God, O Light of Light
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1 0 God of God, O Light of Light, O Prince of Peace and
2 For deep in proph-ets’ sa - cred page, And grand in  po - ets’
3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in
4 Then raise to Christ a might -y song, And shout His name, His
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King of kings: To You in heav-en’s glo - ry bright The song of
wing-ed word, Slow - ly in type, from age to age The na - tions
hate and scorn— These all are past, and now a- bove He reigns, our
mer-cies tell! Sing, heav'n-ly host, your praise pro-long, And all on
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praise for - ev - er rings. To Him who sits up - on the throne,

saw their com - ing Lord; Till through the deep Ju - de - an night
King once crowned with thorn. Lift up your heads, O might-y gates!
earth, your  an - them swell! All hail, O Lamb for sin-ners slain!

f ‘ ‘
e e e 1
NS S— — I \ / — —

1T

[y
The Lamb once slain but raised a - gain, Be all the glo - ry
Rang out the song, “Good-will to men!” Sung once by first- born
So sang that host be - yond our ken. Lift up your heads, your
For - ev - er let the song as-cend! Wor - thy the Lamb, en-
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He has won, All thanks and praise! A - men, a - men
sons of light, It ech - oes now, “Good - will!” A - men.
King a - waits. We lift them  up. A - men, a - men.
throned to reign, All glo - ry, powrl A - men, a - men

Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, alt.
Tune: Johann Stérls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart
Text and tune: Public domain
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Poinsettia in Honor/Memory of:
1. Dale and Mary Heidelberger in memory of their parents in Heaven
2. Lynn Seifert in memory of Mark Seifert and Emerson Seifert
3. Linda Rausch in memory of Scott Rausch
4. Jane and David Lundin in memory of Hank Lundin and Susan Warner
5. Ardella Berg in memory of Ron, Parents, and Brothers
6. Scott and Erin Norman in honor of Karen Norman and Dan Curtis
7
8
0.
1

. Ron and Bev Johnson in honor of their daughter Kimberly
. Betty Warrick in honor of Bud, Darlene, Freddie, Jerry, and Barb
Rick and Connie Rathert in memory of their parents
0.Andy and Linda Eisenbraun in honor of his son Nathan and daughter
Pamela
11.Ron and Judy Uecker in memory of their parents, brother, and sister
12.Ruth Sperlich in memory of Leonard Sperlich, Lisa Godfrey, and Larry
Larson
13.Lillian Halvorson in memory of Mikey, Joel, and Dan Halvorson
14.Alvin and Doris Senger in memory of Mike
15.Pastor Randy and Vonda Sturzenbecher in memory of Florence
Sturzenbecher and Eldon Berg
16.Ray and Ruth Reynolds in memory of Margie Lincoln, and parents
Kenneth and Louise Lincoln and Lottie C Manley
17.Pastor Dennis and Joni Mercer in memory of Cliff and Norma Konrad
and Claude Mercer

*Anyone who would like to take home a
Poinsettia may grab one after the service!*
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