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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord! 
May our worship celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us.  We welcome all, especially our 

guests.  If you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. 

We would love to have you as part of our family. Please take a minute and 

sign our guest book.   

 

A prayer before Worship 
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal 

celebration!  The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open.  As 

Your disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us 

joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live 

also! Amen.   

 

 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and gladness that, as our 

Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 

our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord Jesus invites to His 

table those who trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal 

to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 

His death until He comes. 

 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 

this altar.  Any who holds a confession differing from that of the Holy Scriptures, or are 

not a member in good standing with the LC-MS, are asked to speak with Pastor 

Sturzenbecher. 
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387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Invocation & Exhortation 

P    In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Confession & Absolution 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and   

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C  Amen                    
 

Introit Psalm 93:1–2, 5 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a | great light.* 

 To us a | child is born. 

His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

The Lord reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 

 the Lord is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 

Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 

 it shall nev- | er be moved. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

 you are from ever- | lasting. 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

 holiness befits your house, O Lord, for- | evermore. 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a | great light.* 

 To us a | child is born. 

His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

 

Kyrie ♪                                                                          LSB 617 vs 1                                                   
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947 All Glory Be to God on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 

Tune: attr. Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 

Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 
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Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of 

the pure Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they 

may be ready for Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading    Micah 5:2–5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give 

them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the 

rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand 

and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 

name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be 

great to the ends of the earth. 5And he shall be their peace. 

 

Catechetical Review  

If anyone asks, “What do you believe in the second article about Jesus 

Christ?” answer as briefly as possible, “I believe that Jesus Christ, true 

Son of God, has become my Lord.” What is it “to become a lord?” It 

means that he has redeemed and released me from sin, from the devil, 

from death, and from all misfortune. Before this I had no lord or king, 

but was captive under the power of the devil. I was condemned to 

death and entangled in sin and blindness. 

434:27 

2nd Article of the Creed 

From Luther’s Large Catechism 
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Epistle Titus 3:4–7 
4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he 

saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according 

to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 

Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to 

the hope of eternal life. 

  

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

That Your love has set us free. 

 

 
 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

 Till we join Your choir above. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: German, 14th cent. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:15–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C   I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

    and of all things visible and invisible. 

    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
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     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

     living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

     and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church                                         “Hear Our Prayer“ 

 

Offering, Special Music                                    See in Yonder Manger Lay 

Adult Choir 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You… O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My+ body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 

and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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Sanctus                                                                       LSB 507 vs 1&3 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  ♪                                                              LSB 528 vs 6&7 
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Distribution Hymns 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 

Text and tune: French 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode VText and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. 

Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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