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“We are baptized children of God, forgiven and redeemed by Jesus. We are His family, 

called together to receive His gifts and serve others.” 
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ꝉ Please Stand 

Service of the Light 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 



 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

Psalm 40:3-4, 7-11, 16  

 
3He put a new song in my mouth, 

 a song of praise | to our God.* 

Many will see and fear, 

 and put their trust | in the Lord. 
4Blessèd is the man who makes 

 the | Lord his trust,* 

who does not turn to the proud, 

 to those who go astray af- | ter a lie! 
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7Then I said, “Behold, | I have come;* 

 in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 
8I desire to do your will, | O my God;* 

 your law is with- | in my heart.” 
9I have told the glad news of deliverance 

 in the great congre- | gation;* 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, 

 as you know, | O Lord. 
10I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your sal- | vation;* 

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

 from the great congre- | gation. 
11As for you, O Lord, you will not restrain 

 your mer- | cy from me;* 

your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 

 ever pre- | serve me! 
16But may all who seek you 

 rejoice and be | glad in you;* 

may those who love your salvation 

 say continually, “Great | is the Lord!” 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

L Let us pray. 

Silence for individual prayer may follow 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 

Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may 



 6 

sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host 

and may glorify You forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Reading                                                                                  Isaiah 6:1–8 

L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 6. 

  

 1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 

throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above 

him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, 

and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to 

another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, 

and the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; 

for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 

unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning 

coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth 

and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 

your sin atoned for.” 

 8And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading                                                                             Romans 10:14–17 

L A reading from Romans, chapter 10. 

  

 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are 

they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not 
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all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what 

he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand 

 

Reading                                                                                  John 20:19–23 

L A reading from John, chapter 20. 

  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When 

he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 

sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 

anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it 

is withheld.” 

  

L  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

L  In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C  But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

 

Sermon                             Pastor Thomas Brown, St. Paul, Spearfish, SD. 
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Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 
 

827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (sts. 2–4): Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 
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ꝉ The Rite of Ordination and Installation 

 

498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest, Choir sings verses 4 and 5   

 

 

 
 

5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, 

No evil can with us abide. 

 

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 

 

Δ 7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Litany                                                                                    LSB 249 

  

 

 
  

Prayer of the Church                                                   “Lord, Have Mercy” 

 

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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L  Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 

faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that 

Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                              LSB 251 

L  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus             LSB 252 
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Benediction LSB 252 

 

 
 

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852–1930 

Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Crucifer       Vicar Ross Davis, St. Paul, Austin, TX 

 

Liturgist       Pastor Randy Sturzenbecher 

 

Officiant       Rev. Scott Sailer, South Dakota District President 

 

Proclaimer      Pastor Thomas Brown, St. Paul, Spearfish, SD 
 

 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a small reception after 

the service. 
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Pastor Dennis and Joni Mercer Biography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally from Elkhart Indiana Dennis enlisted in the US Army and served 

for 22 years as a trombone player, drum major, and instructor in the Army 

Bands. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education. He retired in 

1999.  

 

That same year he married his wife, Joni, a South Dakota native. Post Army 

he free-lanced, worked in music sales, and taught at Baltimore Lutheran 

School (now Concordia Prep) where he taught band and after colloquy 

taught theology.  After Joni’s retirement from the Army in 2018, their great 

love of the Black Hills brought them to move to Rapid City in 2019. 

 

Dennis and Joni are both active musically at Divine Shepherd. Dennis has 

two children and five grandchildren that he and Joni try to spoil as much as 

possible along with their two cairn terriers.  

Dennis has sensed a call for some time to serve in the Church, which 

brought him to applying for the SMP program after prayerful consideration 

and much encouragement from Pastor Sturzenbecher. He is thankful that he 

is a baptized child of Christ and is humbled by the opportunity to continue to 

serve in His Church.  


