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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and
presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially
our guests. If you do not have a church home please consider Divine Shepherd. We
would love to have you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest
book.
A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal
celebration! The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your
disciples first saw and believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the
promise You made and keep for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the
confession and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into our
mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat
and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union
with Him and with one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His
table those who trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they
may show forth His death until He comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.
(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed
at this altar. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing
from that of the Holy Scriptures, this congregation, and the Lutheran
Church~Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak
with Pastor Sturzenbecher.
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907 God Himself Is Present
1 God Himself is present:
Let us now adore Him
And with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple;
All within keep silence;
Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence.
He alone
On His throne
Is our God and Savior;
Praise His name forever!
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God Himself is present:
Hear the harps resounding;
See the hosts the throne surrounding.
“Holy, holy, holy!”
Hear the hymn ascending,
Songs of saints and angels blending.
Bow Your ear
To us here:
Hear, O Christ, the praises
That Your Church now raises.
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Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Purify my spirit,
Trusting only in Your merit.
Like the holy angels,
Worshiping before You,
May I ceaselessly adore You.
Let Your will
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Ever still
Rule Your Church terrestrial
As the hosts celestial.

Confession & Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit

[O Lord,] I have trusted in your | steadfast love;*
my heart shall rejoice in your sal- | vation.
I will sing | to the LORD,*
because he has dealt bountifully | with me.
How long, O LORD? Will you forget me for- | ever?*
How long will you hide your | face from me?
How long must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart
| all the day?*
How long shall my enemy be exalted | over me?
Consider and answer me, O | LORD my God;*
light up my eyes, lest I sleep the | sleep of death,
lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed | over him,”*
lest my foes rejoice because I am | shaken.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
[O Lord,] I have trusted in your | steadfast love;*
my heart shall rejoice in your sal- | vation.
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I will sing | to the LORD,*
because he has dealt bountifully | with me.

Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
Old Testament Reading
Genesis 15:1–6
1
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you
have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my
heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not
be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Catechetical Review
The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods. What does this mean? We should fear,
love, and trust God above all things. What does it mean to fear God
above all things? It means to take God seriously as our Creator and
Judge. He means what He says when He threatens to punish those
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who disobey. Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil.
Matthew 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. Rather fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
Epistle
1 John 4:16–21
16
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in
him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for
the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love
because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his
brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
HHoly Gospel
Luke 16:19–31
19
[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate was laid a
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who desired to be fed with
what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and
licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23and in Hades,
being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and
Lazarus at his side. 24And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child,
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus
in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in
anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has
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been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not
be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 27And he said, ‘Then I beg
you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—
so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’
29
But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear
them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not hear
Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should
rise from the dead.’”
Nicene Creed
700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav’n, to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter ev’ry trembling heart.
2
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Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into ev’ry troubled breast;
Let us all in Thee inherit;
Let us find Thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.
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Come, Almighty, to deliver;
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.
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Finish then Thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee,
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heav’n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
Offering

“Hear Our Prayer”

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
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C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Sanctus
C
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Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen
The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei
C
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1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

798 The God of Abraham Praise
1 The God of Abr’ham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days
And God of love.
Jehovah, great I AM!
By earth and heav’n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blest.
2

The God of Abr’ham praise,
At whose supreme command
From earth I rise and seek the joys
At His right hand.
I all on earth forsake,
Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r,
And Him my only portion make,
My shield and tow’r.
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3

The God of Abr’ham praise,
Whose all-sufficient grace
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days
In all my ways.
He deigns to call me friend;
He calls Himself my God.
And He shall save me to the end
Through Jesus’ blood.
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He by Himself has sworn;
I on His oath depend.
I shall, on eagle wings upborne,
To heav’n ascend.
I shall behold His face;
I shall His pow’r adore
And sing the wonders of His grace
Forevermore.

5

Though nature’s strength decay,
And earth and hell withstand,
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way
At His command.
The wat’ry deep I pass,
With Jesus in my view,
And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.
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The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:
A land of sacred liberty

And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.
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There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.
On Zion’s sacred height
His kingdom He maintains
And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.
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The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,
“Almighty King!
Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!
We worship Thee!”
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The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
I join the heav’nly lays:
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All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!
543 What Wondrous Love Is This
1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’ll sing on.
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Nunc Dimittis
C
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1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect
Benedicamus & Benediction
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728 How Firm a Foundation
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
15
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2

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.
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“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!
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“When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
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“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

