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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised
to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If you do not have a church home please
consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our family. Please take a
minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration! The stone
is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and believed Your
victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep for us: because You live,
we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and gladness that, as our
Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine but His very
body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen
our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His
table those who trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal
to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until He comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.
(1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing from that of the
Holy Scriptures, this congregation, and the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and yet desire
to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher.
Members and guests of DSLC and School we stream our services through Facebook Live. With
this stream we do publish this to our Facebook page which means your face may end up on our
Facebook page. If you are not comfortable with this, please talk to Pastor to address this
concern. -Thank you, The AV Team.
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344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.
4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.
D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.
Text: Public domain

3

Invocation & Exhortation
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession & Absolution
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Introit

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will | say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.
LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.
Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not
turn back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will | say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.
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Kyrie
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Collect of the Day

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 40:1–11

1

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that
she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice
cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and
the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and
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all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A
voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its
beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not
say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord GOD
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him. 11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he
will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead those that are with young.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Catechetical Review
The Creed
The First Article: Creation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my
senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes,
food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all
I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects
me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my
duty to thank and praise, serve, and obey Him. This is most certainly
true.
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Epistle

1 Corinthians 4:1–5

1

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by
you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the
Lord who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the
time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden
in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will
receive his commendation from God.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
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Matthew 11:2–11

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
2

When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
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cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended
by me.”
7
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
10
This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
11

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!
“Christ is near,” we hear it say.
“Cast away the works of darkness,
All you children of the day!”
2 Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.
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3 See, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all, to be forgiv’n;
4 So, when next He comes in glory
And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy
And with words of love draw near.
D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion
To the Father and the Son
With the ever-living Spirit
While eternal ages run!
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Apostle’s Creed

Prayer of the Church

“Hear Our Prayer”

Offering
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Offertory
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Preface
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Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord’s Prayer
The Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini

Agnus Dei
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347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people,
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover
And her warfare now is over.”
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon,
Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many_a day,
Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.
3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling sinners to repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.
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4 Make ye straight what long was crooked;
Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.
Text: Public domain

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
1 Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.
2 Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.
3 Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,
His heroic course began.
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5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.
6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.
7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.
D 8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.
641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
ref You satisfy the hungry heart
With gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
The bread of life to eat.
1 As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
They know and heed his voice;
So when You call Your fam’ly, Lord,
We follow and rejoice. Refrain
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2 With joyful lips we sing to You
Our praise and gratitude
That You should count us worthy, Lord,
To share this heav’nly food. Refrain
3 Is not the cup we bless and share
The blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
Our oneness in the Lord? Refrain
4 The myst’ry of Your presence, Lord,
No mortal tongue can tell:
Whom all the world cannot contain
Comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain
5 You give Yourself to us, O Lord;
Then selfless let us be,
To serve each other in Your name
In truth and charity. Refrain

Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
Benediction
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343 Prepare the Royal Highway
1 Prepare the royal highway;
The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley
A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain
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ref Hosanna to the Lord,
For He fulfills God’s Word!
2 God’s people, see Him coming:
Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before Him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain
3 Then fling the gates wide open
To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev’ry nation
Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him!
All nations, now adore Him! Refrain
4 His is no earthly kingdom;
It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
For kindness so abounding: Refrain
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