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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, of our Lord Jesus
Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If you do not have a
church home please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our
family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and gladness that,
as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine
but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our
Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. ( 1 Cor 11:28 ESV ) Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and
the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked
to speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher.
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578 Thy Strong Word
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Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
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God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Invocation & Exhortation
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Confession and Absolution
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

Introit
Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?*
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever!
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.*
Rise up; come | to our help!
O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us,*
what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of old:
you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you
| planted;*
you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free.
But you have saved us | from our foes*
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and have put to shame those who | hate us.
In God we have boasted con- | tinually,*
and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?*
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever!
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.*
Gloria Patri

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 55:10–13
10
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return
there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12“For
you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the
hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for
the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Catechetical Review
The Lord’s Prayer
The Sixth Petition
And lead us not into temptation. What does this mean? God tempts
no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so
that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or
mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice.
8

Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally
overcome them and win the victory.

Epistle

Hebrews 4:9–13
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for
whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as
God did from his.
11
Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall
by the same sort of disobedience. 12For the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And no creature is hidden
from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.
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A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Holy Gospel
Luke 8:4–15
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
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When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town
came to [Jesus], he said in a parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed.
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And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot,
and the birds of the air devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it
grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7And some fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8And some
fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these
things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 9And when
his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, “To you it has
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they
are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.’ 11Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12The
ones along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil comes and
takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be
saved. 13And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word,
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in
time of testing fall away. 14And as for what fell among the thorns, they are
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares
and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15As for
that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in
an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
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from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
586 Preach You the Word
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Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”
Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.

Sermon
Offertory

Offering
Prayer of the Church
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“Hear Our Prayer“

Preface
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C Amen.
Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822
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728 How Firm a Foundation

Text and tune: Public domain
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700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Tune and text: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving

Benedicamus & Benediction
921 On What Has Now Been Sown

Text and tune: Public domain
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