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Order of Vespers

2

Psalm
1

LORD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
3
You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.
4
Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!
5
Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
6
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
7
Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.
8
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
9
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
10
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11
Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
12
Yes, the LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13
Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

3

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

4

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822
Tune: Public domain

Old Testament Reading
Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–
17
1
Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And
they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there
before they passed over. 2At the end of three days the officers went
through the camp 3and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical
priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. . . .
7
The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all
Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.
8
And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant,
‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand
still in the Jordan.’” . . .
13
“And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD,
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of
the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from
above shall stand in one heap.”
14
So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15and as
soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet
of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now
the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16the
5

waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far
away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down
toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And
the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests bearing the ark
of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the
Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation
finished passing over the Jordan.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
Matthew
3:13–17
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C
Glory to You, O Lord.
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now,
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
16
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water,
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
P
C
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory

Sermon
Canticle

Magnificat
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Prayer
Kyrie

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
9

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collect of the Day
L O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.
P O Lord, keep Your Church with Your perpetual mercy; and because
of our frailty we cannot but fall, keep us ever by Your help from all
things hurtful and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Benedicamus

Benediction LSB 234
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405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

5

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Tune: Public domain
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