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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, of our Lord Jesus
Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If you do not have a
church home please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you as part of our
family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and gladness that,
as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine
but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our
Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His Words, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. ( 1 Cor 11:28 ESV ) Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and
the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked
to speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher.
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379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

sts. 1, ref, 2–4

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation & Exhortation
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

3

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Confession and Absolution
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
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Introit
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;*
holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore.
Your throne is established | from of old;*
you are from ever- | lasting.
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;*
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt.
Yes, the world is es- | tablished;*
it shall nev- | er be moved.
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted | up their voice;*
the floods lift up their | roaring.
Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves
| of the sea,*
the LORD on high is | mighty!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;*
holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore.
Your throne is established | from of old;*
you are from ever- | lasting.
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Gloria Patri

Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Collect of the Day
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 11:1–5
1
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch
from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight
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shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
mand faithfulness the belt of his loins.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Catechetical Review
The Lord’s Prayer

The First Petition
Hallowed be Thy name. What does this mean? God's name is
certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be
kept holy among us also. How is God's name kept holy? God's
name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth
and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives
according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But
anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God's Word profanes the
name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father!
Epistle
Galatians 4:1–7
1
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave,
though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and
managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we
were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But
when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
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might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer
a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Alleluia

LSB 190

Holy Gospel

Luke 2:33–40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirty-third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
33

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so
that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when
she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did
not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and
day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God
and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed everything according to the
Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor
of God was upon him.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
34
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Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Children’s Message
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359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Sermon
Offertory

LSB 192
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Offering
Prayer of the Church
Preface
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“Hear Our Prayer“
LSB 194

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God,
one Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we worship the
Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal.
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
C Amen.
Sanctus

LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer
LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
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Pax Domini

LSB 197

Agnus Dei

LSB 198
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389 Let All Together Praise Our God

5

6

D7
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He is a servant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.
He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.
Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.
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Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us
Till we join Your choir above.
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Nunc Dimittis
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LSB 199

Thanksgiving

LSB 200

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
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388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Tune and text: Public domain
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