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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship this glorious night celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence, of
our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If you
do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have you
as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession
and gladness that, as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who trust His
Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until
He comes.
Because those who eat and drink the Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed
at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing
from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and yet desire
to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher.
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733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

sts. 1–6

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
L O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth will declare Your praise.
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
3

C make haste to help me, O Lord.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

Psalmody
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him.
Venite
LSB 220
C O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving,
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.
For the Lord is a great God
and a great king above all gods.
The deep places of the earth are in His hand;
the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, for He made it,
and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For He is our God,
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him

Additional Psalms
Psalm 90:1–12; antiphon: v. 17
1
Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
2
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
3
You return man to dust
and say, “Return, O children of man!”
4
For a thousand years in your sight
are but as yesterday when it is past,
or as a watch in the night.
5
You sweep them away as with a flood;
they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning:
6
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers.
7
For we are brought to an end by your anger;
by your wrath we are dismayed.
8
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
9
For all our days pass away under your wrath;
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
5

10

The years of our life are seventy,
or even by reason of strength eighty;
yet their span is but toil and trouble;
they are soon gone, and we fly away.
11
Who considers the power of your anger,
and your wrath according to the fear of you?
12
So teach us to number our days
that we may get a heart of wisdom.

Sit

899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night
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Reading
Isaiah 30:8–17
8
And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it
may be for the time to come as a witness forever. 9For they are a rebellious
people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD;
10
who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us
what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 11leave the way, turn
aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.”
12
Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you despise this word and
trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on them, 13therefore this iniquity
shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse,
whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 14and its breaking is like that of a
potter’s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that among its fragments not a shard
is found with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the
cistern.” 15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and
rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
But you were unwilling, 16and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore
you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers
7

shall be swift. 17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you
shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on
a hill.
P O Lord, have mercy on us
C Thanks be to God

Reading
Romans 8:31b–39
32
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
33
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
38
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
P O Lord, have mercy on us
C Thanks be to God

Reading
Luke 12:35–40
35
[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so
that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks.
8

37

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly,
I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and
he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third,
and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the
master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not
have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us
C Thanks be to God

Responsory
LSB 221
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.

Sermon
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366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Text and tune: Public domain

Canticle
Te Deum
LSB 223
C We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
All the earth now worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs
therein.
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:
10

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.
The glorious company of the apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true, and only
Son;
also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.
You are the king of glory, O Christ;
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.
When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You sit at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our judge.
We therefore pray You to help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.
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O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name forever and ever.
Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.
Prayer of the Church
Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

“Lord, Have Mercy”
LSB 227

Lord’s Prayer
Collect of the Day
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth
of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully
receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
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Collect for Grace
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this
night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life
may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C

Amen.

L

Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.
Abide with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of
the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us
with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament,
with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of
affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair,
the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the
faithful, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
LSB 228
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
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896 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year

5

With Him as Lord to lead our way
In want and in prosperity,
What need we fear in earth or space
In this new year of grace!

6

“All glory be to God on high,
And peace on earth!” the angels cry.
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace
Another year of grace.

D7

God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear!
To all our pleas incline Your ear;
Upon our lives rich blessing trace
In this new year of grace.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004822
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Poinsettia in Honor/Memory of:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Dale & Mary Heidelberger
Rob & Teresa Grass
Daren & Becky LeFebre
Dennis & Joni Mercer
Loreeta Pepper, Dale Pepper & Family, Dana Wolff & Family
Ardella Berg
In Memory of Ron
Ruth Sperlich
In Memory of Leonard Sperlich, Larry Larson, and
Lisa Godfrey
8) Earl & Janell McKinstry
9) Diann Dobbs In Memory of Tracy Dobbs
10) Rick & Connie Rathert
In Memory of their Parents
11)Lynn Seifert In Memory of Mark Seifert
12)The Ulmer Family
In Memory of Ed Ulmer
13)Lillian Halvorson
In Memory of Joel & Mikey Halvorson
14)Jane & David Lundin
In Memory of Hank Lundin & Susan Warner
15)Gary & Marilyn Suckut
In Memory of our Parents: Fred & Helen
Nevland and Willis & Anna Mae Suckut

We would like to extend a special THANK YOU to Kirby Phillips for
refurbishing our manger scene for us.
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