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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence,
of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If
you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have
you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.
A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.
The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession and gladness that,
as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who
trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of
the Lord. (1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is
confessed at this alter. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod, and
yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor Sturzenbecher
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Service of the Light
Stand
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PHOS HILARON
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L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds,
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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Psalm
1
Praise the LORD!
For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
2
The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
3
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
4
He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
5
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
6
The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.
7
Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!
8
He covers the heavens with clouds;
he prepares rain for the earth;
he makes grass grow on the hills.
9
He gives to the beasts their food,
and to the young ravens that cry.
10
His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,
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Psalm 147
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but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.
12
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
13
For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
14
He makes peace in your borders;
he fills you with the finest of the wheat.
15
He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
16
He gives snow like wool;
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
17
He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold?
18
He sends out his word, and melts them;
he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.
19
He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and just decrees to Israel.
20
He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his just decrees. Praise the LORD!
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763 When Peace, like a River

Text and tune: Public domain

Reading
2 Corinthians 4
1
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not
lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways.
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by
the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to
10

everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
6
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.
7
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
9
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
10
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11For we who live are
always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at
work in us, but life in you.
13
Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been
written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also
speak, 14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also
with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15For it is all for
your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison, 18as we look not to the things that are seen
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but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Sermon
MAGNIFICAT
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PRAYER
Litany
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
13

C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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COLLECT
L Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who trust in You, mercifully accept our
prayers; and because through the weakness of our mortal nature we
can do no good thing, grant us Your grace to keep Your
commandments that we may please You in both will and deed;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
LSB 251
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

Benedicamus & Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
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