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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence,
of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If
you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have
you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.
A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession and gladness that,
as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who
trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of
the Lord. (1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this alter. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church~Missouri
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor
Sturzenbecher
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Service of the Light
Stand
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L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds,
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.

Psalm
1
Hear my prayer, O LORD;
give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
2
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
3
For the enemy has pursued my soul;
he has crushed my life to the ground;
he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead.
4
Therefore my spirit faints within me;
my heart within me is appalled.
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Psalm 143
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I remember the days of old;
I meditate on all that you have done;
I ponder the work of your hands.
6
I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
7
Answer me quickly, O LORD!
My spirit fails!
Hide not your face from me,
lest I be like those who go down to the pit.
8
Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
for in you I trust.

Make me know the way I should go,
for to you I lift up my soul.
9
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!
10
Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me
on level ground!
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For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
12
And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies,
and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul,
for I am your servant.

563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
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5 When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

First Reading
2 Sam. 11:1-27
11 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle,
David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they
ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained
at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose
from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, that
he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very
beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one
said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah
the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and she
came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying
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herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5
And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “I am
pregnant.” 6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the
Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah came to him,
David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing
and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down
to your house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the
king's house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But
Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of
his lord, and did not go down to his house.

10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,”
David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did
you not go down to your house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark
and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the
servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to
my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live,
and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 12 Then David said to
Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.”
So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David
invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made
him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with
the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.
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14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the
hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of
the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may be
struck down, and die.” 16 And as Joab was besieging the city, he
assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men.
17 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and
some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the
Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the news
about the fighting. 19 And he instructed the messenger, “When you
have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the king, 20
then, if the king's anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go
so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot
from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth?

Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him from the wall, so
that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you
shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’”
22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab
had sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to David, “The men
gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the field,
but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the
archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the king's
13

servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.”
25 David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not
let this matter displease you, for the sword devours now one and
now another. Strengthen your attack against the city and overthrow
it.’ And encourage him.”

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead,
she lamented over her husband. 27 And when the mourning was
over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his
wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done
displeased the LORD.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Sermon
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PRAYER
Litany
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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COLLECT
L Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who trust in You, mercifully accept our
prayers; and because through the weakness of our mortal nature we
can do no good thing, grant us Your grace to keep Your
commandments that we may please You in both will and deed;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
LSB 251
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
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