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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence,
of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If
you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have
you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession and gladness that,
as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who
trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of
the Lord. (1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this alter. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church~Missouri
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor
Sturzenbecher.
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Service of the Light
Stand
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PHOS HILARON
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Thanksgiving for Light
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Sit
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PSALM 141

6

LSB 245

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds,
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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Psalm 139
1
O LORD, you have searched me and | known me!*
2
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts | from afar.
3
You search out my path and my | lying down*
and are acquainted with | all my ways.
4
Even before a word is | on my tongue,*
behold, O LORD, you know it alto- | gether.
5
You hem me in, behind | and before,*
and lay your hand up- | on me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;*
it is high; I cannot | attain it.
7
Where shall I go from your | Spirit?*
Or where shall I flee from your | presence?
8
If I ascend to heaven, | you are there!*
If I make my bed in Sheol, | you are there!
9
If I take the wings of the | morning*
and dwell in the uttermost parts | of the sea,
10
even there your hand shall | lead me,*
and your right hand shall | hold me.
11
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall | cover me,*
and the light about me | be night,”
12
even the darkness is not | dark to you;*
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as | light with you.
13
For you formed my | inward parts;*
you knitted me together in my | mother’s womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- | fully made.*
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it | very well.
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My frame was not hid- | den from you,*
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths | of the earth.
16
Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every | one of them,*
the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there were | none of them.
17
How precious to me are your thoughts, | O God!*
How vast is the | sum of them!
18
If I would count them, they are more | than the sand.*
I awake, and I am still | with you.
19
Oh that you would slay the wicked, | O God!*
O men of blood, de- | part from me!
20
They speak against you with mali- | cious intent;*
your enemies take your | name in vain!
21
Do I not hate those who hate you, | O LORD?*
And do I not loathe those who rise up a- | gainst you?
22
I hate them with complete | hatred;*
I count them my | enemies.
23
Search me, O God, and | know my heart!*
Try me and | know my thoughts!
24
And see if there be any grievous | way in me,*
and lead me in the way ever- | lasting!
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702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Reading
Judges 3:7–31
7
And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. They
forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the Asheroth.
8
Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he sold
them into the hand of Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia. And the
people of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years. 9But when the
people of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for
the people of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s
younger brother. 10The Spirit of the LORD was upon him, and he judged
Israel. He went out to war, and the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of
Mesopotamia into his hand. And his hand prevailed over Cushanrishathaim. 11So the land had rest forty years. Then Othniel the son of
Kenaz died.
12
And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the
LORD, and the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel,
10

because they had done what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 13He
gathered to himself the Ammonites and the Amalekites, and went and
defeated Israel. And they took possession of the city of palms. 14And the
people of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.
15
Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, and the LORD raised up
for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed
man. The people of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab.
16
And Ehud made for himself a sword with two edges, a cubit in length,
and he bound it on his right thigh under his clothes. 17And he presented
the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man. 18And
when Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people
who carried the tribute. 19But he himself turned back at the idols near
Gilgal and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.” And he
commanded, “Silence.” And all his attendants went out from his presence.
20
And Ehud came to him as he was sitting alone in his cool roof chamber.
And Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you.” And he arose from
his seat. 21And Ehud reached with his left hand, took the sword from his
right thigh, and thrust it into his belly. 22And the hilt also went in after the
blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not pull the sword out
of his belly; and the dung came out. 23Then Ehud went out into the porch
and closed the doors of the roof chamber behind him and locked them.
24
When he had gone, the servants came, and when they saw that the
doors of the roof chamber were locked, they thought, “Surely he is
relieving himself in the closet of the cool chamber.” 25And they waited till
they were embarrassed. But when he still did not open the doors of the
roof chamber, they took the key and opened them, and there lay their
lord dead on the floor.
26
Ehud escaped while they delayed, and he passed beyond the idols and
escaped to Seirah. 27When he arrived, he sounded the trumpet in the hill
country of Ephraim. Then the people of Israel went down with him from
11

the hill country, and he was their leader. 28And he said to them, “Follow
after me, for the LORD has given your enemies the Moabites into your
hand.” So they went down after him and seized the fords of the Jordan
against the Moabites and did not allow anyone to pass over. 29And they
killed at that time about 10,000 of the Moabites, all strong, able-bodied
men; not a man escaped. 30So Moab was subdued that day under the
hand of Israel. And the land had rest for eighty years.
31
After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed 600 of the
Philistines with an oxgoad, and he also saved Israel.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon
MAGNIFICAT
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PRAYER
Litany
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us
pray to the Lord:
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C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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COLLECT
L Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who trust in You, mercifully accept our
prayers; and because through the weakness of our mortal nature we
can do no good thing, grant us Your grace to keep Your
commandments that we may please You in both will and deed;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
LSB 251
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus & Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
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