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Greetings to all in the Name of the Risen Lord!
May our worship this glorious morning celebrate the joy and hope, peace and presence,
of our Lord Jesus Christ, raised to life for us. We welcome all, especially our guests. If
you do not have a church home, please consider Divine Shepherd. We would love to have
you as part of our family. Please take a minute and sign our guest book.

A prayer before Worship
This is the day you have made, O Lord Jesus, a day of new life and eternal celebration!
The stone is moved; death is defeated; heaven is open. As Your disciples first saw and
believed Your victory over the tomb, so give us joy in the promise You made and keep
for us: because You live, we live also! Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by us this morning in the confession and gladness that,
as our Lord says, He gives into our mouth not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him
and with one another. Our Lord Jesus invites to His table those who
trust His Words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the blood of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of
the Lord. (1 Cor 11:28 ESV) Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this alter. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church~Missouri
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to speak with Pastor
Sturzenbecher.
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Service of the Light
Stand
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PHOS HILARON
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Thanksgiving for Light
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Sit
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PSALM 141
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L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds,
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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Psalm
1
Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
2
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
3
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
4
He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
5
God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
7
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!
8
God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
9
The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted!
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Psalm 47

681 Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit

Text and tune: Public domain

Reading
Acts 10:1–33
1
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was
known as the Italian Cohort, 2a devout man who feared God with all his
household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually
to God. 3About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4And he stared at him
9

in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers
and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5And now send
men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6He is lodging
with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 7When the
angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a
devout soldier from among those who attended him, 8and having related
everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
9
The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city,
Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10And he
became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were
preparing it, he fell into a trance 11and saw the heavens opened and
something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four
corners upon the earth. 12In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and
birds of the air. 13And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”
14
But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that
is common or unclean.” 15And the voice came to him again a second
time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16This happened
three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.
17
Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he
had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius,
having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood at the gate 18and called out
to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19And
while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold,
three men are looking for you. 20Rise and go down and accompany them
without hesitation, for I have sent them.” 21And Peter went down to the
men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for
your coming?” 22And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and
God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was
directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear
what you have to say.” 23So he invited them in to be his guests.
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The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the
brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24And on the following day they
entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together
his relatives and close friends. 25When Peter entered, Cornelius met him
and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26But Peter lifted him up,
saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” 27And as he talked with him, he went
in and found many persons gathered. 28And he said to them, “You
yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call
any person common or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without
objection. I ask then why you sent for me.”
30
And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in
my house at the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright
clothing 31and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms
have been remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and ask
for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a
tanner, by the sea.’ 33So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind
enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to
hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon
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MAGNIFICAT
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PRAYER
Litany
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in
Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld
and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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COLLECT
L Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who trust in You, mercifully accept our
prayers; and because through the weakness of our mortal nature we
can do no good thing, grant us Your grace to keep Your
commandments that we may please You in both will and deed;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
LSB 251
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus & Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
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